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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTOENT , 
TOWN  HALL, 

BEDFORD. 


Tel.  No.  0234  - 67422  June  1971 

To:  the  mayor,  ALDERMEN  AND 

COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  BEDFORD. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Tempora  Mutantur,  et  nos  mutamur  in  illis 

During  the  year  we  completed  the  "Personal  Needs"  survey  of  the 
Borough  - with  the  co-operation  of  the  Youth  Action  and  the  Council 
of  Social  Service,  we  attempted  to  make  every  person  in  the  Borough 
aware  that  help  was  available  if  required.  During  the  three  years 
of  the  survey  we  have  been  especially  at  pains  to  make  our  services 
for  the  handicapped  more  widely  known,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  number  of  registered  physically  handicapped  has  risen  from 
366  persons  at  the  beginning  of  1968  to  58O  persons  at  the  end  of 

1970. 

Under  the  Local  Authorities  Social  Services  Act  1970,  we  are  to 
lose  our  delegated  responsibility  for  the  welfare  of  the  handicapped 
and  it  would,  therefore,  be  appropriate  at  this  time  to  look  back 
over  the  past  ten  years  since  this  responsibility  was  delegated  to 
tne  Borougu  and  assess  what  has  been  accomplished. 

On  taking  over  this  responsibility  in  i960  there  were  136  persons 
on  the  blind  register  and  only  52  recognised  as  being  substantially  and 
permanently  handicapped.  After  ten  years  there  are  320  persons  on 
the  blind  register,  and  almost  600  persons  registered  as  physically 
handicapped . 

Pages  72  to  78  display  the  variety  and  frequency  of 
occupational,  diversional  and  social  activities  which  are  now  provided 
by  the  staff  of  the  department  and  Table  43  on  page  77  indicates  the 
variety  of  aids  which  have  been  issued. 

The  annually  increasing  provision  of  adaptations  to  homes,  aids 
and  gadgets,  arrangements  for  holidays,  outings  and  social  activities 
can  be  measured  by  the  increasing  allocation  of  finance  over  those 
ten  years  from  £394l  in  1961/62  to  an  estimated  £l6510  in  1971/2. 

Over  these  ten  years  we  have  collaborated  with  the  various  voluntary 
associations  who  work  in  this  field  and  I am  sure  that  through  this 
co-operation,  more  has  been  achieved  for  the  benefit  of  the  handicapped 
than  if  each  of  us  had  been  acting  independently. 

It  would  be  appropriate  now  for  me  to  thank  the  St.  John's 
Hospital  Trust  for  their  kindness  in  providing  two  specially  adapted 
vehicles  for  the  transporting  of  the  handicapped  in  the  Borough.  The 
availability  of  these  vehicles  allowed  the  majority  of  the  handicapped. 
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who  would  otherwise  be  housebound,  to  get  out  into  the  community. 

The  next  landmark  in  the  services  for  the  handicapped  will  be  the 
opening  of  the  Social  Centre  for  the  Handicapped  in  Barker's  Lane. 

The  provision  of  such  a Centre  has  long  been  an  aspiration  of  the 
Borough  Health  Committee  and  we  are  pleased  to  record  that  the  planning 
of  the  Centre  is  well  advanced  and  that  it  is  likely  to  open  in  1972. 

Under  the  Local  Authorities  Social  Services  Act  we  are  also  to 
lose  control  of  the  Day  Nursery  and  since  few  will  know  that  the 
Borough  has  had  a Day  Nursery  for  thirty  years,  I have  taken  the 
opportunity  of  including,  in  the  body  of  the  Report,  on  page  S43  & 44  a 
short  account  of  the  history  of  the  Bedford  Day  Nursery. 

With  the  loss  of  these  "Welfare"  responsibilities,  we  revert  back 
to  being  a Local  Authority  Health  Department,  but  even  this  is  to  be 
short  lived,  for  in  1974  we  are  again  to  be  split  - environmental 
health,  the  responsibility  of  the  public  health  inspectorate,  will 
remain  a local  Authority  function,  whilst  the  personal  health  and 
school  health  services  will  pass  to  a new  Area  Health  Board  which 
will  also  unite  the  general  practitioners  and  the  hospital  service 
and  be  co-terminus  with  a new  County  Authority. 

In  anticipation  of  this  further  change,  we  must  examine  our 
present  responsibilities  and  prepare  for  a new  role  within  the  context 
of  a unified  health  service. 

Our  present  responsibilities  lie  mainly  in  the  field  of  prevention 
through  advice,  health  education,  immunisation  and  the  responsible  use 
of  statutory  powers  (will  we,  I wonder,  as  Community  Physicians,  retain 
these  statutory  powers?);  through  screening  of  young  children  for 
disabilities  and  the  provision  of  certain  specialist  services  such 
as  cervical  cytology,  we  strive  to  discover  defects  at  an  early  stage 
and  reduce  any  handicapping  effect. 

In  the  unified  health  service  there  is  to  be  a greater  emphasis 
on  the  organisation  and  management  of  the  resources  which  are  available 
and  our  part  in  this,  at  the  present  time,  is  to  plan  for  the  provision 
of  health  centres  and  on  page  29  I have  detailed  a possible  five 
stage  Health  Centre  plan  for  Bedford. 

What  of  research  ? - now  a tradition  in  Bedford.  There  are  no 
less  than  four  research  projects  on-going  in  Bedford  today  (see  special 
section  of  this  Report).  Will  such  research  continue  to  have  a place 
in  the  unified  service  ? Of  course,  there  is  a need  to  evaluate  the 
various  theories  on  aetiology  and  possible  prevention  of  those  diseases 
which  are  still  a major  cause  of  morbidity  and  mortality  of  the 
relatively  young. 

Although,  43  different  causes  of  death  are  recorded  in  Table  3 
there  are  obviously  a few  diseases  which  account  for  the  majority  of 
the  deaths  and  of  these.  Ischaemic  heart  disease  stands  out,  not  only 
on  account  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  it,  namely. 
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173  (25%  of  the  total)  but  to  its  toll  of  relatively  young  men.  In 
1970,  Ischaemic  heart  diseases  caused  the  death  of  40  men  under  the  age 
of  65  years  - i.e.  one  third  of  all  male  deaths  under  the  age  of  65 
years. 

The  question  is  - can  such  deaths  be  prevented  ? or  delayed  ? 

Can  we,  by  judicious  advice,  affect  those  factors  which  are  known  to 
predispose  middle  aged  men  to  premature  death  by  this  cause. 

Yet  a further  field  for  research  is  open  to  us,  for,  over  the 
past  decade,  much  discussion  has  taken  place  and  many  est imates 
suggested  as  to  the  actual  number  of  various  immigrant  groups  now 
living  in  the  Borough,  but  now  we  expect  to  obtain  more  accurate 
statistics  as  a result  of  the  1971  census  which  enquires  specifically 
into  the  country  of  origin  of  each  of  our  residents.  But,  whatever 
their  numbers,  the  existence  of  these  various  immigrant  groups  living 
in  the  Borough  does  give  us  a unique  opportunity  to  study,  not  only 
how  they  relate  to  the  indigenous  population  and  how  this  relationship 
mellowswith  time,  but  also  in  what  ways  their  use  of,  and  demands  on, 
the  health  services,  is  different  from  each  other  and  from  that  of  the 
indigenous  population.  To  this  end  I have  included  a specific  section 
in  this  Report,  which  I would  hope  to  expand  over  the  coming  years. 

Finally,  it  is  with  deepest  regret  that  I have  to  report  the 
death  of  Mr.  E.  Avison  which  occurred  on  15th  February,  1971,  during 
the  compilation  of  this  Report. 

Mr.  Avison  came  to  Bedford  early  in  January  1957-  One  of  his 
first  tasks  was  to  take  a leading  role  in  the  clearance  of  sub- 
standard housing  in  the  centre  of  the  town  and  throughout  his  career 
he  strove  to  improve  housing  standards  in  the  Borough.  This  particulai 
interest  continued  to  the  time  of  his  death  with  his  involvement  in 
the  redevelop.. ,ent  of  the  Ampthill  Road  Area. 

Throughout  his  l4  years,  he  worked  to  improve  the  standards  of 
food  hygiene  in  the  Borough,  arranging  training  courses  in  food 
hygiene  at  Mander  College  and  preparing  students  for  the  Royal  Society 
of  Health  Certificates  in  Food  Retailing  and  Catering,  and  I know 
that  he  was  pleased  that  so  many  food  handlers  had  attended  the 
courses. 

He  recognised  the  need  to  be  vigilant  against  the  spread  of 
infectious  disease,  especially  food  poisoning,  and  at  the  first 
suspicion  of  a possible  outbreak,  he  recognised  the  need  for  the 
immediate  institution  of  control  measures. 

No  one  else  had  such  an  intimate  knowledge  of  how  the  various 
immigrant  groups  re-acted  in  settling  in  Bedford.  He  was  conscious 
of  the  need  of  the  new  Bedfordians  to  retain  much  of  their  culture 
and  to  be  tolerant,  not  only  of  the  attitudes  of  the  indigenous 
population,  but  also  of  the  other  immigrant  groups. 
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Mr.  Avison  was  a proud  man,  proud  of  Bedford  and  what  it  had 
achieved,  proud  of  his  department  and  how  it  helped  in  that  achievement. 
Those  who  knew  him,  will  know  his  worth. 


J.  G.  M.  MORTIMER, 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Table  1 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

Census 

1970 

1969 

1968* 

1961 

Population  of  the  Borough 
Registrar  general  mid-year 
estimate 

69 , 170 

68,650 

68 , 490 

63,334 

Area  of  the  Borough  in  acres 

6,012 

6,012 

6,012 

No.  of  inhabited  dwellings 

22,520 

22,196 

21,371 

No.  of  Private  Householders 

20,391 

No.  of  Private  Dwellings 

18,617 

Rateable  Value 

£4,302,747 

£4,183,595 

£4, 166,710 

Penny  Rate  Product  for  the 
Year 

£ 17,800 

£ 16,735 

£ 16,750 

♦ Extension  of  Boundary 
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Table  2 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


ACTUAL  NUMBERS 


BEDFORD 

Males 

Females 

TOTALS 

1970 

1969 

1968 

Live  births  Total 

650 

595 

1,245 

1,325 

1,335 

Legitimate 

590 

544 

1,134 

1,170 

1,184 

Illegitimate 

60 

51 

111 

155 

151 

Stillbirths  Total 

10 

6 

16 

19 

15 

Legitimate 

8 

6 

14 

15 

11 

Illegitmate 

2 

- 

2 

4 

4 

Total  live  and  Total 

660 

601 

1,261 

1,344 

1,350 

still  births  Legitimate 

598 

550 

1,148 

1,185 

1,195 

Illegitimate 

62 

51 

113 

159 

155 

Deaths  of  infants 
under  1 year  of 
age  Total 

13 

1 

14 

26 

24 

Legitimate 

8 

1 

9 

22 

17 

Illegitimate 

5 

- 

5 

4 

7 

under  4 weeks  of  age 

Total 

8 

8 

17 

17 

Legitimate 

5 

- 

5 

15 

14 

Illegitimate 

3 

- 

3 

2 

3 

under  1 week  of  age 

Total 

8 

8 

15 

15 

Legitimate 

5 

- 

5 

13 

13 

Illegitimate 

3 

- 

3 

2 

2 

Deaths  - all  ages 

345 

360 

705 

701 

678 

Table  2 (Cont.) 


RATES 

England 
& Wales 

BEDEORD 

1970 

1970 

1969 

1968 

Live  birth  rates,  etc. 

Live  births  per  1,000  home  population 
(Crude  rate) 

16.0 

18.0 

19.3 

19.6 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.00 

0.02 

0.92 

0.92 

Local  adjusted  rate 

16.0 

16.6 

17.8 

18.0 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 

1.00 

1.04 

1.09 

1.07 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  all 
live  births 

8 

9 

12 

11 

Stillbirth  rate 

Stillbirths  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths 

13 

13 

14 

11 

Infant  mortality  rates 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births 

18 

11 

20 

18 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1 year  per 
1,000  legitimate  live  births 

17 

8 

19 

14 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year  per 
1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

26 

45 

26 

32 

Neonatal  mortality  rate 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  live  births 

12 

6 

13 

13 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate 

Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total  live  births 

11 

6 

11 

11 

Perinatal  mortality  rate 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

23 

19 

25 

22 

Deaths  rates,  etc.  - all  ages 

Deaths  per  1,000  home  population  (Crude  rate) 

11.7 

10.2 

10.2 

9.9 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.00 

1.07 

1.09 

1.09 

Local  adjusted  rate 

11.7 

10.9 

11.1 

10.8 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 

1.00 

0.93 

0.93 

0.91 

Maternal  mortality 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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TABLE  3 NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  BY  CAUSE,  IN  SEX  AND  AGE  GROUPS 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

SEX 

All  ages 

Under  4 
weeks 

4 weeks 
and  under 
1 year 

AGE  IN  YEARS 

1-4 

5-14 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55^4 

65-74 

75  and 
over 

B9 

Whooping  Cough 

M 

F 

1 

Biq(i) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 

M 

1 

1 

F 

2 

1 

1 

B19(2) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

M 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

F 

2 

1 

1 

B19(3) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

M 

5 

2 

1 

2 

F 

5 

1 

1 

3 

B19(4) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

M 

10 

I 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

F 

12 

1 

3 

8 

B19(5) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Larynx 

M 

2 

2 

B19(6) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

M 

28 

2 

9 

12 

5 

F 

6 

1 

1 

2 

2 

B19(7) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

M 

F 

15 

4 

4 

4 

3 

B19(8) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

F 

3 

3 

B19(<)) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

M 

8 

1 

3 

4 

B19(10)  Leukaemia 

M 

3 

1 

1 

1 

B19(ll)  Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

M 

17 

3 

7 

5 

2 

F 

24 

5 

9 

10 

B20 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

M 

F 

2 

I 

1 

B21 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

M 

2 

2 

F 

6 

1 

3 

2 

B46(l) 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases 

M 

2 

1 

1 

F 

2 

1 

I 

B23 

Anaemias 

M 

F 

1 

1 

B45(3) 

Mental  Disorders 

M 

B24 

Meningitis 

M 

F 

1 

1 

B46(5) 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

M 

2 

1 

F 

2 

1 

1 

B26 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

M 

F 

6 

1 

2 

3 

B27 

Hypertensive  Disease 

M 

3 

3 

F 

10 

1 

2 

7 

B28 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

M 

99 

2 

13 

25 

27 

32 

F 

74 

4 

21 

49 

B29 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

M 

15 

1 

1 

2 

2 

9 

F 

19 

1 

5 

12 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

M 

34 

1 

4 

9 

20 

F 

67 

2 

1 

15 

49 

B46(6) 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

M 

15 

1 

2 

7 

5 

F 

11 

1 

2 

8 

B31 

Influenza 

M 

4 

1 

2 

1 

F 

6 

1 

2 

3 

B32 

Pneumonia 

M 

17 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

7 

F 

31 

1 

6 

24 

B33(l) 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

M 

26 

3 

17 

6 

F 

6 

3 

3 

B33(2) 

Asthma 

M 

1 

1 

B46(7) 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

M 

5 

2 

2 

1 

F 

2 

B34 

Peptic  Ulcer 

M 

2 

1 

1 

F 

3 

1 

2 

B36 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

M 

3 

1 

1 

1 

F 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

B46(8) 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

M 

5 

2 

3 

F 

8 

2 

2 

4 

B38 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

M 

P 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

B46(9) 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

M 

1 

1 

F 

5 

5 

B46(ll)  Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeleial  System 

M 

1 

B42 

Congenital  Anomalies 

M 

2 

1 

1 

F 

2 

1 

1 

B43 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

M 

5 

5 

B45 

Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

M 

1 

BE47 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

M 

8 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

F 

5 

3 

2 

BE48 

All  Other  Accidents 

M 

12 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

F 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

BE  49 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

M 

2 

1 

1 

F 

1 

1 

BE  50 

All  Other  External  Causes 

M 

F 

1 

1 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

M 

345 

8 

5 

4 

1 

4 

4 

7 

33 

70 

97 

112 

F 

360 

- 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

11 

30 

91 

218 

TOTAL 

705 

* 

6 

7 

2 

5 

5 

10 

44 

100 

188 

330 

13 


Not  confirmed  bacteriologically 


II.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 
AND  GENERAL  SERVICES 
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1.  GENERAL  - 

SEWAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 
REFUSE  COLLECTION,  AND 
STREET  CLEANSING 


I am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Engineer  for  the  following  report: 
Sewerage  System 

Extension  to  the  Sewage  Treatment  Works  are  now  in  progress  and 
on  completion  will  enable  the  works  to  meet  the  expanding  demands 
being  made  upon  it.  Although  generally  it  has  been  possible  to 
produce  a satisfactory  effluent  the  existing  works  have  now  reached 
the  limit  of  their  capacity. 

Additional  foul  and  surface  water  sewers  are  being  provided  as 
necessary  in  the  Borough  to  meet  the  need  of  new  development  as  well 
as  for  improvement  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town. 

Refuse  Disposal 


The  refuse  collection  service  has  continued  to  meet  both  the 
demands  of  normal  domestic  and  trade  collection,  together  with  the 
requests  for  special  collection  of  rubbish  and  bulky  items  necessitating 
special  attention. 

The  bulk  of  refuse  is  increasing  and  this  has  necessitated  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  paper  sacks  issued  to  domestic  users. 

Incinerator 


The  incinerator  provided  for  used  disposable  pads,  surgical 
dressings,  and  other  medical  equipment  has  been  well  used.  The  amount 
of  material  burnt  varies  in  quantity  each  week,  but  at  times  has 
reached  over  5 cwt. 

The  apparatus  is  now  in  need  of  repair  on  account  of  its  heavy 
use,  and  the  manufacturers  have  been  asked  to  undertake  this. 

Street  Cleansing 

Despite  difficulties  in  obtaining  spare  parts  for  vehicles 
engaged  on  street  cleansing  it  has  been  possible  to  maintain  acceptable 
standards  of  street  cleansing. 

Shower  Baths 


The  shower  baths  at  the  multi-storey  car  parks  have  been  used  by 
2,150  persons  during  the  year. 
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2.  WATER 


The  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Bedfordshire  Water  Board  has  kindly 
supplied  the  following 


Bacteriological  Results  Year  Ended  31st  March,  1970 


(i)  The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

(ii)  A summary  of  the  bacteriological  examinations  of  the 
raw  water  and  of  the  water  going  into  supply  is  given 
below 

TABLE  4 


Source  River  Great  Ouse  (Bedford) 


Origin  of 

Sample 

No.  of 
Samples 

Average  No.  of 
presumptive  Coliforms 
in  100  ml 

Average  No. 
of  Bact. 

Coli  I 
in  100  ml 

Raw  River  Water 

52 

7,680 

1,820 

Leaving  Treatment 
Works 

572 

Nil 

Nil 

Distribution 

System  in 

Bedford 

153 

Nil 

Nil 

Samples  taken  in  the  Distribution  System  after  repairs, 

(iii)  No  lead  in  solution.  Water  not  plumbo-solvent. 

(iv)  All  work  on  mains  is  followed  by  chlorination  and 
sampling  by  Board's  Chemist. 

(v)  All  houses  supplied  by  public  water  mains  direct, 
except  two  in  Cardington  Road. 

(vi)  Chemical  analyses  of  raw  and  treated  water  are  given 
in  the  attached  table. 
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TABLE  5 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATI ONS 


UNTREATED  AND  DRINKING  WATER 

Origin 

of 

Sample 

No. of 
Samples 

Presumptive  Coliforms 
per  100  ml. 

Faecal  Coliforms 
per  100  ml. 

Highest 

Lowest 

Highest 

Lowest 

Fully 

Treated 

Water 

66 

2+ 

- 

- 

- 

Wells 

8 

600 

- 

35 

- 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  PADDLING  POOLS 

N ewnham 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Robinson 

58 

6 

- 

6 

- 

Schools 

255 

+ 

CO 

1— 1 

- 

2+ 

- 

The  attendances  at  the  Corporation  controlled  swimming  pools  during 
the  past  year  have  been  as  follows 


Children 

Adults 

Spectators 

Robinson  Pool 

169,490 

75,272 

24,887 

N ewnham  Pool 

29 , 283 

12,458 

17 


Ammonia  was  present  in  the  treated  water  only  when  sterilization  depended  on  chloramination, 

i.e.  for  approximately  2 weeks. 


table  6 


BEDFORDSHIRE  WATER  BOARD 


Bedford  River  Ouse  Source 


Chemical  Analysis  of  Raw  and  Treated  Water 
for  year  ended  31st  March,  1970 


Raw  Water 

Treated 

Water 

Range 

Average 

Range 

Average 

2-165 

17 

Nil-3.0 

0.3 

4-54 

17 

1-20 

5 

7.73-8.90 

8.04 

7.11-8.08 

7.65 

470  - 1000 

730 

530  - 1000 

710 

Nil  - 1.67 

0.19 

Nil-1.67 

0.06* 

0.13-1.12 

0.35 

0.10-0.45 

0.20 

1.6  -l4.6 

5.7 

1.4  -10.4 

5.4 

1 . 4-6.6 

2.7 

0.4  -3.2 

1.1 

0.03-0.27 

0.12 

0.02-0.15 

0.06 

22-136 

45 

29-i4o 

51 

234-428 

364 

254-410 

335 

17-31 

26 

18-29 

24 

131-257 

215 

99-235 

165 

99-224 

149 

126-261 

170 

208-390 

330 

222-384 

302 

18-46 

34 

22-46 

33 

- 

4 

- 

7 

0.17-0.27 

0.22 

0.10-0.20 

0.17 

13-65 

26 

12-52 

26 

3-11 

7 

3-11 

7 

0.05-2.28 

0.41 

Nil-0.20 

0.04 

- 

Nil 

- 

Nil 

Trace-12 

6.3 

Trace-11 

5.0 

109-169 

14.0 

123-188 

155 

Less  than 

0.05-3.9 

1.7 

Nil-0.4 

0.1 

2.7-215 

17.3 

23-180000 

6.470 

Turbidity  (A.T.U.) 

Colour  (Hazen  Units) 
Reaction  (pH) 

Electric  Conductivity 
(Reciprocal  Megohms 
per  ml  at  20  c) 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen 
Nitrate/Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs. 
at  26.7°c 

Anionic  Detergent 
Chloride  as  Cl. 

Total  Hardness  as  CaCO^ 
Total  Hardness,  degrees  Claj 
Carbonate  Hardness  as  CaCO^ 

Non-Carbonate  Hardness  as 
CaCO^ 

Calcium  as  CaCO^ 

Magnesium  as  CaCO^ 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 
Fluorine  as  F 
Sodium  as  Na 
Potassium  as  K 
Iron  as  Fe 
Lead/Copper/Zinc 
Silica  as  SiO^ 

Sulphate  as  SO^ 

Orthophosphate  as  PO, 

A ^ 

Chlorophyll  ^ m.g. 

per  m 

Algae  Cells  per  m. 1. 


Results  in  Milligrammes  per  Litre 
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Fluoridation 


In  my  report  for  19^9 i I anticipated  the  County  Council's  approval 
of  the  introduction  of  Fluoridation ( 7th  April  1970),  which  had  been 
supported  by  our  own  Council.  However,  it  was  not  to  be,  before  the 
year  was  out,  the  County  Council's  decision  had  been  reversed. 
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TABLE  7 


3.  HOUSING 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  COUNCIL  HOUSES 
(31st  December,  1970) 


Total 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1. 

APPLICANTS  RESIDENT  IN  BEDFORD 

A. 

FAMILIES 

(a)  Substantial  bedroom  deficiency 

81 

144 

143 

(b)  Slight  bedroom  deficiency 

229 

252 

151 

(c)  Adequate  bedroom  accommodation 

218 

250 

198 

B, 

CHILDLESS  COUPLES 

193 

215 

150 

C. 

SINGLE  PERSONS 
(under  60  years  of  age) 

126 

205 

112 

D. 

ELDERLY  PERSONS 

(single  and  couples  over  60  years  of  age)- 

155 

138 

136 

2. 

APPLICANTS  LIVING  WITHIN  5 MILES  OF  BEDFORD 

120 

163 

128 

3. 

OTHER  APPLICANTS 

792 

930 

676 

TOTALS 

1,914 

2,297 

1,694 

Total  number  of  Council 
controlled  housing  units 

5,932 

5,958 

5,870 
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TABLE  8 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS 


No. of  cases  notified 

1970 

1969 

1968 

197 

637 

338 

10 

4o 

63 

14 

20 

13 

19 

1 

4o 

12 

10 

9 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1 

3 

_ 

8 

15 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 
Dysentery 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Infective  Jaundice 
Diphtheria 
Tetanus 

Acute  Meningitis 
Acute  Encephalitis: 
Infect ive 
Post  Infectious 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Acute  Poliomyelitis: 
Paralytic 
Non-Paralytic 
Leptospirosis 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Typhoid 

Food  Poisoning 
Malaria : 


Contracted 

naturally 

in  Great  Britain 

abroad 

Induced 

accidentally 

therapeutical ly 

Plague 
Cholera 
Anthrax 
Smallpox 
Typhus  Fever 
Relapsing  Fever 
Yellow  Fever 


Typhoid  Fever 


The  one  case  of  typhoid  fever  which  occurred  in  the  Borough  in  1970, 
was  a woman  who  had  some  weeks  previously  returned  from  a holiday  in 
Pakistan.  We  were  unable  to  establish  the  source  of  her  infection  since 
either  she  had  contracted  the  disease  in  Pakistan,  which  was  unlikely,  in 
view  of  the  long  "incubation"  period,  or  she  had  contracted  the  disease 
from  eating  sweetmeats,  received  by  post,  from  Pakistan.  We  investigated 
samples  of  similar  sweetmeats  but  failed  to  establish  this  as  the  probable 
source  of  her  infection. 


There  was  no  spread  of  the  disease. 
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Whooping  Cough 


There  is  no  doubt  that  the  incidence  of  whooping  cough  continues  to 
fall  and  we  accept  that  this  is  a direct  result  of  our  policy  of 
immunisation. 

Of  the  19  cases  notified  during  the  year,  12  cases  had  been  immunised, 

2 were  partly  immunised,  and  5 were  not  immunised,  being  under  the  age 
when  immunisation  is  offered. 

I am  satisfied  that  our  present  policy  of  immunisation  against  whooping 
cough  should  continue. 

Notification  of  Rubella  - Local  Order 


A Joint  Committee  on  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  «of  the  Department 
of  Health  in  considering  the  use  of  rubella  vaccine,  examined  the 
requirement  for  future  surveillance  of  the  disease  cuid  suggested  that  it 
might  be  helpful  if  rubella  could  be  made  notifiable  in  some  of  the  areas 
where  facilities  for  laboratory  investigation  are  known  to  exist.  It  is 
not  the  intention  that,  in  such  areas,  any  attempt  should  be  made  to  seek 
laboratory  confirmation  of  every  notified  case  of  rubella,  but  laboratory 
studies  of  selected  cases  could  be  of  value  in  the  investigation  of  out- 
breaks of  rubella-like  illnesses. 

The  Joint  Committee  suggested  that  the  Borough  of  Bedford  might  be  one 
of  the  areas  who  could  be  asked  to  make  rubella  notifiable  by  local  order. 

Accordingly  under  Section  52  of  the  Health  Service  and  Public  Health 
Act  1968,  the  Council  at  its  meeting  on  5'th  August  1970,  decided  to  make 
an  Order  directing  that  Rubella  should  be  deemed  to  be  a notifiable 
disease  and  that  the  order  should  come  into  operation  on  30th  October  1970. 

During  the  last  two  months  of  the  year  there  were  l4  cases  of  rubella 
notified  to  the  department. 


22 


TABLE  9 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Notification  of  new  cases 


Age  Range 

Respiratory 

Non-Respi ratory 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1970 

1969 

1968 

Under  5 
years 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

5 - l4 
years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

15  - 24 
years 

2 

2 

2 

1 

7 

8 

10 

25  - 44 
years 

3 

2 

3 

4 

12 

10 

14 

45  - 64 
years 

9 

1 

4 

4 

18 

5 

13 

65  years 
and 

over 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Totals 

16 

6 

10 

10 

42 

26 

43 

In  the  total  for  1970  are  included  19  Asians  and  5 Europeans. 

One  inward  transfer  (not  included  in  the  new  cases)  related  to  an 
Asian. 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  REGISTER 


1970 

1969 

1968 

Pulmonary 

206 

220 

254 

Non-Pul monary 

82 

74 

80 

TOTAL 

288 

294 

334 
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I am  indebted  to  the  Director  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  for  the 
following  report: 

"Breakdown  of  the  Results  of  the  Activities  of  the  Mass  Radiography 
Service  in  Bedford  in  1970  with  particular  reference  to  weekly  sessions:' 

Weekly  sessions  Town  Square,  Bedford 

No.  X-rayed  3,058 

Result  of  investigations: 

Active  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  7 

Observation  at  Chest  Clinic  9 

Carcinoma  of  lung  8 

Hodgkins  Disease  1 

Heart  conditions,  acquired  15 

Pneumonia  k’) 

Hamatoma  1 

Bronchiectasis  6 

Chronic  Bronchitis  1 

Eosinophilic  infiltration  1 

Sarcoidosis  1 

Spontaneous  pneumothorax  1 

Rheumatoid  lung  1 

Pleural  effusion  1 

Pneumoconiosis  1 

Silicosis  1 

Healed  Pulmonary  tuberculosis  6 

Pleurisy  3 

Allergic  Aspergillosis  1 

Emphysema  3 

Old  Empyema  1 


Nil 
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United  Counties  'Bus  Company 


No.  X-rayed 


108  None  referred. 


Central  Electricity  Generating  Board 


No.  X-rayed 


193  1-  Inoperable 
carcinoma. 
1-  N.F.A. 


Kismet  Limited 


No.  X-rayed 


216  1-  Rheumatoid 
lung. 


E . J . Day 
No.  X-rayed 


121  1-  Active 

Pulmonary  Tb. 
1-  N.A.D. 
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Motor  Rail  Limited 


No.  X-rayed 


H.M,  Prison 

No.  X-rayed 


Marston  Valley  Bricks  Works 

No.  X-rayed 


Lyondon  Brick  Company 

No.  X-rayed 


265  1 - Large  Heart 
1 - Nil 

1 - Healed  Pulmonary  Tb. 
1 - Observation  at  C.C. 


204  1 - Nil  (Staff) 

3 - Active  Pulmonary  Tb. 
1 - Neurilemona  L.  Vagus 
1 - Healed  Pulmonary  Tb. 
1 - Under  Obs.  at  C.C. 


1,163  3 
1 
2 
5 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 


Active  Pulmonary  Tb. 
Carcinoma  B.U.  Lobe 
Healed  Pulmonary  Tb. 

Obs.  at  Chest  Clinic 
Congestive  Cardiac  Failure 
Bronchectasis 
Pneumonia 

Pleural  calcification 
Known  case 
No  further  action 


1,607  2 - Healed  Pulmonary  Tb. 
1 - Pneumonia 
1 - Observation  at  C.C. 

1 - Unfolded  Aorta 

2 - No  further  action 


Extra  Nourishment 


Twenty-three  persons,  recommended  by  the  Chest  Clinic,  received  extra 
nourishment  (milk  and  eggs). 
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VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS,  INCLUDING  SCABIES 
PERSONS  TREATED  AT  CLEANSING  STATION 
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TABLE  11 


DISPOSAL  OF  THE  DEAD 


No.  of  bodies  received  into  the 
mortuary  from  (A)  the  Borough 
(B)  other  areas 

1970 

1969 

1968 

29 

61 

64 

90 

49 

72 

No.  of  Cremations 

(A)  from  the  Borough 

(B)  from  other  areas 

451 

731 

437 

705 

470 

531 

No.  of  Earth  Burials 

(A)  from  the  Borough 

(B)  from  other  areas 

228  + 

59ashes 
161  + 
24ashes 

231 

70 

235 

72 
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III.  REPORT  ON  THE 
PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 
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HEALTH  CENTRE  PROVISION  - Five  Stage  Plan 


With  the  opening  in  April  1969  of  the  General  Practitioners  Group 
Surgery  at  the  Health  Centre  at  Queen's  Park,  we  took  our  first  step. 

During  1970  we  prepared  to  take  our  second  step  - to  unite  the  Putnoe 
Clinic  with  the  adjoining  Group  Surgery,  and  create  a Health  Centre  to 
satisfy  the  medical  needs  of  the  majority  of  the  residents  in  that  area 
of  the  town  which  is  still  expanding. 

Under  our  five  year  development  plan,  we  are  planning  to  provide 
general  practitioner  accommodation  attached  to  the  Union  Street  Clinic 
and  here  we  will  have  a wonderful  opportunity  to  create  a very  vital 
health  centre. 

I personally,  believe  that  we  should  plan  to  have  a further  two  Health 
Centres  in  the  Borough.  One  in  the  St  Peter's  area,  which  is  a tradi- 
tional locus  of  general  medical  practice  in  the  town,  with  another  in 
the  south  of  the  town  - and  here  I would  like  to  see  a new  building,  more 
strategically  placed,  replacing  our  existing  Barford  Avenue  Clinic  which 
does  not  lend  itself  to  conversion  to  the  current  concept  of  what  a 
Health  Centre  should  be. 
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TABLE  12 


ANTENATAL  CARE  - MOTHERCRAFT  CLASSES 


Barford 

Brickhi 1 1 

Putnoe 

Queen ' s 

Union 

Total 

Avenue 

Park 

St. 

1970 

1969 

1968 

No,  of 

Sessions 

43 

28 

44 

15 

130 

160 

223 

No. 

Attending 

39 

22 

46 

- 

20 

127 

215 

198 

Total 

Attend- 

ances 

228 

86 

224 

- 

6o 

598 

777 

909 

TABLE  13 


MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 


Total 

1970 

1969 

1968 

No.  of  domiciliary  confinements 

203 

282 

297 

Percentage  of  total  adjusted  births 

16.3 

21.1 

21.5 

Early  discharge  from  hospital 
to  care  of  midwife 

46? 

407 

449 

No,  of  visits  to  expectant 
mothers  to  assess 
suitability  of  home 
circumstances  for 
confinement 

322 

280 

331 

No.  of  these  recommended  for 
hospital  confinement 

216 

211 

178 
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TABLE  Ik 


NOTIFICATION  OF  CONGENITAL  DEFECTS 


1970 

Total 

1969 

1968 

Spina  Bifida  Hydrocephalus 

1 

3 

Spina  Bifida  Myelomeningocele 

- 

- 

1 

Dovm  ' s Syndrome  (Mongolism) 

3 

1 

2 

Extrophy  of  Bladder 

- 

1 

- 

Unspecified  malformation  of  urino  - 
genital  organs 

1 

Harelip  and  Cleft  Palate 

- 

_ 

1 

Cleft  Palate 

- 

1 

_ 

Talipes 

4 

2 

1 

Congenital  Dislocation  of  Hip 

2 

_ 

1 

Right  Hand  - 5 small  stumps  on  wrist 

- 

- 

1 

Hypospadias,  epispadias 

1 

1 

- 

Polydactyly 

- 

2 

Syndactyly 

- 

1 

- 

Specified  malformation  of  heart  and 
circulatory  system  and  specified 
malformation  of  skin  including 
ichthyosis  congenital 

1 

Unspecified  Congenital  Malformation 

2 

- 

_ 

Pigmented  Naevus 

1 

- 

- 

other  Specified  Malformations  of 
alimentary  system 

1 

Reduction  deformity  of  hand  or  arm 

1 

15 

12 

10 
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TABLE  15 


HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 


1970 

1969 

1968 

No,  of  staff  in  post  at 

31st  December 

15 

16 

12 

No.  of  staff  in  general  practitioner 

attachment  schemes 

2 

2 

1 

No.  of  persons  nursed 

1,860 

1,624 

1,568 

No,  of  persons  nursed  aged  under  5 years 

63 

44 

22 

No.  of  persons  nursed  aged  65  years 

or  over 

644 

595 

560 

ATTACHMENT  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS 


In  1966,  a Borough  health  visitor  was  first  attached  to  a group 
practice.  Subsequently,  in  the  following  year,  another  health  visitor 
was  attached  to  another  practice.  The  success  of  these  two  attachments 
made  it  evident  that  our  policy  should  be  to  strive  for  the  attachments 
of  all  our  health  visitors,  and  during  1970  we  have  been  preparing  for 
this.  In  1971  each  health  visitor  will  be  attached  to  a group  of 
general  practitioners. 
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HEALTH  VISITING 
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CHILD  HEALTH  CENTRES 
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SCREENING  FOR  DEAFNESS  IN  PRE  SCHOOL  HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN 


At  the  age  of  7 - 9 months  the  Health  Visitor  will  screen  every  child 
in  her  practice  for  possible  deafness. 

Those  who  fail  two  such  screening  tests  are  referred  to  a Special 
Audiology  Clinic  where  a Medical  Officer  and  the  Teacher  of  the  Deaf 
see  the  child  and  mother,  and  carry  out  a full  assessment  of  the  hearing. 
Those  children  in  whom  a defect  of  hearing  is  confirmed  are  referred  to 
Consultant  Otologists  who  are  able  to  provide  specific  hearing  aids. 


TABLE  l8 


AUDIOLOGY  CLINIC 


1970 

1969 

1968 

No.  of  Sessions 

8 

9 

9 

No.  of  Examinations 

23 

38 

26 

No.  of  Individual  Cases 

16 

24 

20 

35 


TABLE  19 


WELFARE  FOODS 
DISTRIBUTION 


Total 

1970 

1969 

1969 

Packets  of  National  Dried  Milk 

5,495 

5,502 

5,008 

Bottles  of  Orange  Juice 

19,856 

17,080 

' 15,489 

Bottles  of  Cod  Liver  Oil 

994 

899 

868 

Packets  of  A & D Tablets 

710 

591 

545 

Sale  of  Proprietory  Foods  - 
Income 

£7 , 500 

£7,200* 

£8 , 900 

*Range  of  products  reduced  on  1st  April. 
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TABLE  20 


DENTAL  CARE 


Children 

Expectant 

ATTENDANCES 

0-4  (incl. 

& Nursing 
Mothers 

First  Visits 

159 

30 

Subsequent  Visits 

183 

89 

TOTAL  VISITS 

342 

119 

No.  of  additional  courses  of 
treatment  other  than  first  course 

15 

1 

TREATMENTS 

No.  of  fillings 

208 

, 118 

No.  of  Teeth  filled 

168 

104 

No.  of  Teeth  extracted 

221 

24 

No.  of  General  Anaesthetics  given 

73 

4 

No.  of  emergency  visits 

10 

5 

No.  of  patients  X-rayed 

No.  of  patients  treated  by 

1 

6 

scaling  etc.  (prophylaxcis) 

Teeth  otherwise  conserved 

46 

21 

1 

3 

1 

Teeth  root  filled 

Inlays 

No.  of  courses  of  treatment  completed 

during  the  year 

90 

15 

PROSTHETICS 

Patients  supplied  with  F.U.  or  F.L.* 

- 

Patients  supplied  with  other  dentures 

4 

No.  of  dentures  supplied 
‘(First  time) 

4 

ANAESTHETICS 

Administered  by  Dental  Officers 

2 

INSPECTIONS 

No.  of  patients  given  1st  inspection 

during  the  year 

(A)  117 

(D) 

27 

No.  of  patients  in  (A)  & (D)  above 

who  required  treatment 

(B)  115 

(E) 

26 

No.  of  patients  in  (B)  & (E)  above 

who  were  offered  treatment 

(C)  Il4 

(F) 

26 

SESSIONS 

No.  of  Dental  Officer  Sessions 

devoted  to  Maternity  & 
child  Health  Sessions 

for  treatment 

for  health  education 

37 


DENTAL  CARE 


It  appears  to  be  still  the  case  that  many  mothers  find  it 
convenient  to  take  their  younger  children  with  them  to  their  own 
dentists.  However  the  number  of  both  young  children  and  mothers  who 
attend  the  Union  Street  and  Potnoe  Dental  Clinics  continues  to  grow, 
though  steadily  rather  than  rapidly. 

The  greatest  progress  during  1970  was  in  the  amount  of  conservative 
treatment  carried  out,  the  steady  trend  of  recent  years  toward  the 
preservation  rather  than  the  extraction  of  teeth  being  maintained. 

To  further  encourage  this  development  it  is  planned  to  introduce 
soon  the  distribution,  via  the  computer,  of  reminder  cards  to  ensure  as 
far  as  possible  that  parents  do  not  overlook  the  need  of  their  very 
young  children  for  dental  attention. 

The  number  of  treatment  sessions  involved  increased  this  year  by 
almost  30%. 
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TABLE  21 


DAY  CARE  OF  CHILDREN 
NURSERIES 


Local  Authority  Nursery 

1970 

1969 

1968 

Bedford  Day  Nursery  95  Ashburnham  Road 

No,  of  children  on  register  on 

1st  January 

36 

44 

4o 

No.  of  children  added  to 
register  during  year 

45 

30 

25 

No.  of  children  removed 
from  the  register 

45 

39 

21 

No.  of  children  remaining  on 
register  31st  December 

36 

36 

44 

No.  of  days  open 

254 

254 

255 

Attendance  0-2  years 

1 , 686 

2,102 

1,742 

2-5  years 

5,924 

6,020 

6 , 469 

Total 

7,610 

8,122 

8,211 

Average  attendance  0-2  years 

7.0 

8.2 

6.8 

2-5  years 

23.0 

23.7 

25.4 

Total 

30.0 

31.9 

32.2 

No.  of  children  on  waiting  list  at 

31st  December 

64 

56 

43 

Other  Nurseries 

Italian  Day  Nursery  10-12  Woburn  Road 

No.  of  places 

50 

50 

50 

Stockleigh  Proper  Pride,  Windsor  Rd. 

No.  of  places 

18 

18 

18 

Bedford  & District  Spastics 

Society 

No.  of  places 

28 

28 

28 

39 


BEDFORD  DAY  NURSERY 


The  new  Bedford  Day  Nursery  accommodates  fifty  children  who  are 
divided  into  five  groups  of  varying  ages  and  play,  rest  and  eat  as 
family  groups. 

Each  group  has  self  contained  indoor  facilities  for  play  and 
meals  and  their  own  toilet  accommodation. 

Each  room  has  direct  access  to  the  outside  play  area  with 
its  paddling  pool,  sandpit  and  adventure  play  space. 

Inside,  the  central  circulation  area  has  been  utilised  for  in- 
door activities  where  all  the  children  can  meet  and  play. 

The  kitchen  is  of  particular  interest  for  it  has  been  designed 
so  that  full  use  can  be  made  of  modem  "convenience"  foods. 

The  site  is  of  historical  interest  for  it  contains  a portion  of 
the  moat  from  the  old  Priory  and  this  has  been  retained  and  will 
be  landscaped  when  the  aged  persons'  home,  now  under  construction, 
is  completed. 
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THE  BEDFORD  DAY  NURSERY 


The  first  Day  Nursery,  the  St.  John  s Rectory,  was  requisitioned 
by  the  Bedford  Corporation  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
1940,  and  opened  as  a Day  Nursery  in  1941.  Shortly  afterwards,  a hut 
was  supplied  by  the  Ministry  to  increase  the  accommodation.  At  that 
time  the  Ministry  made  a 100%  grant  towards  the  upkeep  of  the  Nursery 
but  after  the  war  this  was  reduced  to  50%^  subsequently  being  withdrawn 
altogether. 

The  Nursery  catered  for  76  children  although,  in  fact,  at  times  80 
were  taken,  and  the  Matron  and  Deputy  Matron,  for  a time,  lived  on  the 
premises. 

In  1943  the  Bedfordshire  County  Council  became  the  Local  Health 
Authority  and  the  premises  were  transferred  to  that  Authority  from  the 
Corporation.  As  the  Borough  formed  part  of  the  Northern  Division  of  the 
Health  Authority  the  Borough  Medical  Officer,  in  his  capacity  as 
Divisional  Medical  Officer,  continued  to  supervise  the  premises. 

At  that  time  proposals  were  made  for  the  replacement  of  the  Nursery 
with  a new  building  on  a site  adjoining.  The  County  Architect  drew  up 
plans  for  a new  Nursery  based  on  two  units  each  of  20  places,  but  many 
hitches  occurred  in  the  provision  of  this  new  building  - and  eventually 
this  project  was  abandoned. 

In  the  middle  50 ' s the  upper  floors  of  the  existing  Nursery  were 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  occupation  because  of  fractures  in  the 
upper  floor  of  the  building  (incidentally  the  commencement  of  the 
crack  occurred  shortly  after  the  opening  of  the  Nursery  in  1941  and  an 
extra  girder  was  added  for  support).  The  number  of  children  was  reduced 
to  40,  and  it  was  felt  that  if  further  fractures  occurred  the  building 
must  be  closed. 

In  September  I960,  control  of  the  premises  was  transferred  back 
to  the  Corporation  under  the  Scheme  of  Delegation  of  Health  Services 
and  when,  in  1962,  the  Ministry  of  Health  asked  for  development  proposals 
for  Health  and  Welfare  Services,  a new  Nursery  was  proposed. 

In  1967,  since  the  building  of  the  new  Day  Nursery  was  not  imminent, 
and  the  collapse  of  St.  John  s Nursery  was  - certainly  from  the  point  of 
view  of  its  use  for  children,  we  were  forced  to  look  for  temporary 
premises.  After  considering  all  available  properties  we  transferred 
the  Nursery  to  95  Ashburnham  Road,  a large  Victorian  house  affording, 
after  adaptation,  accommodation  regarded  as  "temporary". 

Many  problems  have  arisen  over  the  provision  of  a new  Nursery 
in  Bedford,  involving  the  site,  land  values,  re-alignment  of  major 
roads  and  local  development  plans.  However,  it  was  finally  decided  that 
a piece  of  land  in  Woburn  Road,  forming  part  of  "The  Moat  House"  site 
would  be  suitable  for  a new  Nursery,  since  a portion  of  the  site  was 
already  earmarked  for  a Home  for  the  Elderly  and  the  area  was  large 
enough  to  accommodate  both  developments.  This  was  an  adveintage  since 
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some  economies  in  the  building  would  be  possible,  for  example,  heating 
can  be  provided  to  both  buildings  from  one  boiler.  The  situation  is 
central,  near  the  shopping  centre,  railway  and  bus  station,  and  is 
therefore,  conveniently  placed  for  all  children  requiring  admission, 
irrespective  of  where,  in  the  Bedford  area,  they  happen  to  live. 

Once  we  had  decided  on  the  site,  the  design  was  agreed  and  actual 
construction  was  soon  under  way  and  so,  after  thirty  years  in  tfemporary 
accommodation,  Bedford  Day  Nursery  is  at  long  last  established  in 
purpose  built  permanent  premises. 

However,  even  with  this  provision,  there  will  still  be  a long 
waiting  list  of  children  who  need  to  be  admitted,  and  we  look  forward 
to  the  day  when  a further  Day  Nursery  will  be  provided,  perhaps  in 
the  southern  half  of  the  town. 
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TABLE  22 


PLAYGROUPS  (31st  December  1970) 


Premises 

No.  of  Places 

Times 

Bedford  District  Soc.  for  the 

Mentally  Handicapped,  (Sec.  M.J. 
Nickson,  35  Grange  Lane,  Bromham) 
Queen's  Park  Clinic 

18 

Tues.  & Thurs. 

10  a. m. -12. 45  p.m. 

Brickhill  Mothers  Group,  (Sec. 

Mrs  J.W.  Tapley,  48  Curlew  Crescent) 
At  Brickhill  Clinic 

20 

Tues.  a.m.  & 

Fri.  a.m. 

10  a.m.  - 12  noon 

Church  Hall,  Goldington, 

(Mrs  Coniff,  l4  Sandy  Road) 

25 

Mon.  - Fri. 

9 a.m.  - 12  noon 

St  Lukes  Church  Hall,  St,  Peter's 
Street,  (Mrs  J,  Wood,  30  Greenacres) 

25 

Mon*  - Fri. 

9 a.m,  - 11.45  a.m. 

St  Andrews  Church  Hall, 

Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford  (Mrs  R.B. 
Harrison,  12  Putnoe  Lane) 

24 

Tues.  & Fri. 

9 a.m.  - 12  noon 

Hemlake  Play  Group,  Community 

Centre,  Avon  Drive,  Brickhill 
(Mrs  Hemmings,  44  Larkway) 

24 

Mon.  - Fri. 

9 a.m.  - 12  noon 

B.I.F.A.  Play  Group, 

Albert  Street 

30 

Mon*  - Fri. 
9*30a.ra.-  12  noon 

B.I.F.A.  Play  Group,  All  Saints 

Church  Hall,  Westbourn'e  Road 

30 

Tues.  & Fri. 
9.30a.m.-  12  noon 

B.I.F.A.  Play  Group,  Priory  Methodist 
Church,  Newnham  Avenue 

32 

Tues.  & Thurs. 

9 a.m.  - 12  noon 

Bunyan  Meeting  Church  Hall, 

Meadway,  Goldington  (Mrs  H.  Newman 
l4  Mount  Drive,  Putnoe) 

16 

Mon.  - Fri. 

9 a.m.-  11.45  a.m. 

Community  Centre,  Avon  Drive, 
Brickhill,  (Mrs.  B.  Green,  7 
Nightingale  Avenue) 

16 

Mon.rfed.  & Fri. 
1.30p.m.  - 4.30p.m. 

St  Cuthbert's  Church  Hall 

St  Cuthbert's  Street  (Mrs  Lament, 

20  Greenshields  Road) 

24 

Mon,  Wed,  & Fri, 

9 a.m,  - 12  noon 

St  Peter's  Church  Hall, 

St  Peter's  Street  (Mrs  Burley, 

130  Putnoe  Lane) 

30 

Mon.  - Fri. 
8.50a.m.  - 1.30p.m. 

Methodist  Church  Hall,  London  Road 
(Mrs  N.  Finch,  11  Oak  Road 

24 
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TABLE  23 


CHILDMINDERS 


1970 

1969 

1968 

No.  of  Childminders  caring  for  10 

or  more  children 

3 

5 

4 

No.  of  Childminders  caring  for  5-9 

childrai 

12 

13 

8 

No.  of  Childminders  caring  for  2-4 

children 

4 

2 

1 

No.  of  Childminders  caring  for  1 

child  only 

14 

7 

UNMARRIED  MOTHERS 


Three  unmarried  mothers  were  received  into  homes  through 
arrangements  made  by  Moral  Welfare  Associations. 


CONVALESCENT  HOMES 

Twelve  persons  were  sent  to  Convalescent  Homes  during  the  year. 
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TABLE  24 


HCWE  HELP  SERVICE 


1970 

1969 

1968 

No.  of  households  served  with 

clients  aged  under  65 

132 

97 

110 

" " 65  years 

or  over 

506 

502 

492 

Table  25 


NURSING  HOMES  AND  AGENCIES 


Under  the  Conduct  of  Nursing  Regulations,  1963  the  following 
nursing  homes  are  registered  with  this  Authority: - 


NURSING  HOMES 

No 

. of  Beds 

1970 

1969 

1968 

CHELTONDALE,  84  CASTLE  ROAD, 

(MRS.  D.  E.  G.  HOLMES,  MATRON) 

17 

10 

10 

DIAL  HOUSE,  38  PARK  AVENUE, 

(MRS.  E.  G.  SMITH,  MATRON) 

25 

25 

23 

An  application  for  renewal  of  a licence  to  carry  on  an  agency  for  the 
supply  of  nurses,  as  required  by  Section  2 of  the  Nursing  Agencies  Act, 
1957  was  received  from 

The  British  Nursing  Association, 

77A  High  Street,  Bedford. 

The  application  was  approved. 
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Birth  Control 


LIST  OF  FAMILY  PLANNING  AND  BIRTH  CONTROL  CLINICS 


Fami 

BEDFORD 

Medical  Centre, 
Union  Street 


Brickhill  Clinic 


• Planning  Association 
Frequency 

Tuesdays  weekly  from) 
6.30  p.m. , Wednesday  ) 
second  and  fourth  in) 
each  month  from  ) 
6.30  p.m.  ) 
Friday  afternoons  ) 


linics 

Application  for 

Appointment 
Tel.  Bedford  57740 
between  8. 30  - 10  a.m. 
Mondays  to  Fridays 


Local  Authority  Clinics 
BEDFORD 


Clinic,  29  Barford 
Avenue 

Clinic,  Queens  Dr. 
Putnoe 

General  Hospital, 
North  Wing, 
Kimbolton  Road 


Wednesday  mornings  ) 

) 

Thurs.  mornings  ) 

) 

Friday  mornings  ) 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Public  Health  Department 
Town  Hall,  Bedford 
Tel.  Bedford  67422 

Appointments  Clerk  at 
Hospital 

Tel.  Bedford  59401 


tabu:  26  FAMILY  PLANNING  SERVICE 


Barford  Ave. 

Putnoe 

Clinic 

Bedford 

General 

Total 

Hosoital 

1969 

1968 

I.U.D. 

Other 

I.U.D. 

Other 

1970 

Number  of  Women 
Attending  First 

Time 

73 

113 

55 

67 

134 

442 

312 

175 

Total  Number 
Attending 

122 

304 

192 

76 

l4l 

8o4 

6l4 

444 

Number  of 

Attendances  - 
Seen  by  doctor 

209 

721 

414 

177 

199 

1,720 

1,244 

877 

Requiring  supplies 
(not  seen  by  Dr. ) 

- 

275 

170 

- 

- 

445 

356 

Number  of  Sessions 

18 

51 

32 

25 

126 

103 

78 

48 


TABLE  27 


CERVICAL  CYTOLOGY 


Union 

Street 

Birth 

Control 

Total 

Clinic 

Clinics 

1970 

1969 

1968 

No.  of  Tests 

352 

152 

504 

363 

762 

21 

21 

16 

4l 

No.  referred  for 

further 

investigation 

3 

2 

5 

3 

5 

No.  referred  to 

own  General 

Practitioner 

for  other 

reason 

95 

38 

133 

55 

177 

OCCUPATIONAL  THERAPY 


Owing  to  the  resignation  of  the  Occupational  Therapist  in  December 
1969,  the  work  unde*  this  heading  was  somewhat  hampered  during  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year.  Help  on  domiciliary  work  was,  however,  provided 
by  the  Occupational  Therapists  employed  by  the  County  Council, 

In  April,  Mrs.  E.  Green  was  appointed  to  the  vacant  post,  and  the 
service  has,  since  then  progressed  steadily  and  efficiently. 

The  number  of  patients  receiving  help  continues  to  grow  and  at 
present  stands  at  60.  Of  these,  28  attend  Occupational  Therapy  sessions 
at  the  Clinics;  the  remainder  (32)  are  seen  at  home. 
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TABLE  28 


CHIROPODY 


Local 

Old  People's 

Private 

Health 

Welfare 

Chirop- 

Tl>  Ldl 

Authority 

Committee 

odist 

1970 

1969 

1968 

No*  of  Patients 

Treated 

293 

1,281 

258 

1,832 

1,616 

i,4io 

Sessions  (excluding 

Private  Surgeries) 

130 

407 

537 

610 

624 

No.  of  Treatments 

at  Clinics  and 

Surgeries 

775 

4, 126 

4,901 

4,754 

5,607 

at  Private  Surgery 

1,077 

1,077 

1,106 

1,119 

No.  of  Domiciliary 

Visits 

l,l44 

1,956 

4o6 

3,506 

2,767 

2,077 
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IV.  IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


All  children  born  on  and  after  1st  January  1968,  and  living  in  the 
Borough  are  "on  the  computer". 

A child's  name  is  added  to  the  computer  file  when  the  birth  is 
notified;  on  her  first  visit  the  Health  Visitor  will  discuss  with  the 
mother  how  the  child  can  be  protected  from  certain  infectious  diseases 
and  will  agree  with  her  how  the  child  is  to  obtain  this  protection, 
either  by  attending  her  own  general  practitioner  or  the  local  child 
health  clinic. 

These  facts  are  fed  into  the  computer  and  subsequently  post  cards 
will  be  sent  to  the  home  advising  the  mother  of  the  child's  next 
appointment . 

In  giving  these  appointments  the  computer  programme  follows  the 
most  recent  schedule  advised  by  the  Department  of  Health,  i.e. 


Age 

Prophylactic 

Dose 

Interval 

During  the 

Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough 

1st 

at  4 months 

first  year 

Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis 

2nd 

after  6-8 

of  life 

weeks 

Vaccine 

3rd 

after  5-6 

months 

During  the 

Measles  Vaccine 

Single 

after  4 weeks 

second  year 

of  life 

Smallpox  vaccination 

Primary 

after  4 weeks 

5 Years 

Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and 

Booster 

at  school 

Poliomyelitis  vaccine 

entry 

However  the  programme  will  accept  notification  of  immunisation 
which  are  given  according  to  the  old  schedule. 

The  child's  computer  file  will  also  include  a record  of  any 
congenital  abnormalities,  any  "at  risk"  feature,  and  will  act  as  a 
pointer  to  any  possible  need  for  special  school  placement. 

During  1970  the  County  decided  to  computerise  their  immunisation 
and  vaccination  records  and  it  was  agreed  that  a joint  scheme  between 
the  County  and  the  Borough  should  be  created. 
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Vaccination  Against  Rubella  (German  Measles) 


During  the  year  notification  was  received  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Social  Services  had  accepted  the  recommendation  that 
vaccination  against  rubella  (German  measles)  should  be  offered  to  all 
girls  between  their  eleventh  and  fourteenth  birthdays,  but  initially 
priority  should  be  given  to  older  girls,  namely,  those  who  have  reached 
13  years  of  age,  and  have  not  attained  the  age  of  l4  years. 

The  purpose  is  to  ensure  that  as  many  girls  as  possible  are 
protected  against  rubella  before  reaching  child  bearing  age  because  of 
the  known  association  of  certain  foetal  abnormalities  with  rubella 
infection  in  pregnancy. 

With  the  approval  of  our  Health  Committee,  vaccination  against 
rubella  was  offered  in  the  Autumn  to  girls  who  were  then  aged  13  years. 

It  was  planned  to  offer  vaccination  in  the  Spring  Term  to  girls  aged 
12  years  and  in  the  coming  Summer  Term  to  girls  aged  11  years.  Wherever 
possible  arrangements  will  be  made  for  the  injections  to  be  given  at 
school . 

Subsequently  the  scheme  will  apply  each  year  to  girls  of  11  years 
of  age. 
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The  following  tables  show  the  numbers  vaccinated  or  immunised. 


TABLE  29 


SMALLPOX 


No.  of  Persons  Vaccinated 

No.  of  Primary  Vaccinations 

No.  Re- vaccinated 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1970 

1969 

1968 

TOTAL 

738 

1,003 

1,247 

653 

622 

502 

Children 
up  to 

15  years 

649 

898 

1,165 

126 

76 

95 

Over 

15  years 

89 

105 

82 

527 

546 

4o 

TABLE  30 


DIPHTHERIA,  PERTUSSIS,  TETANUS,  MEASLES,  POLIOMYELITIS 


Completed  Primary  Courses  - Number  of  Persons  under  Age  l6 


Year  of  Birth 

others 

Type  of  Vaccine 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1963- 

1966 

under 
age  I6 

Total 

Quadruple  DTPP 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Triple  DTP 
Diphtheria/ 

51 

738 

46 

10 

7 

852 

Pertussi s 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria/ 

Tetanus 

- 

4 

- 

- 

89 

50 

143 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Pertussis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tetanus 

1 

2 

116 

119 

Poliomyelitis 

51 

24 1 

48 

10 

97 

148 

1,095 

Measles 

- 

493 

81 

66 

135 

4o 

815 

Totals  - 

Diphtheria 

51 

742 

46 

10 

97 

50 

996 

Whooping  Cough 

51 

738 

46 

10 

7 

- 

852 

Tetanus 

51 

742 

46 

11 

98 

166 

1,114 

Poliomyelitis 

51 

741 

48 

10 

97 

148 

1,095 
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TABL£  31 


DIPHTHERIA,  PERTUSSIS,  TETANUS,  MEASLES,  POLIOMYELITIS 


Re-inforcing  Doses  - Number  of  Persons  Under  Age  I6 


Type  of  vaccine 
or  dose 

Year  of  Birth 

Others 

under 

age 

16 

Total 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1963- 

1966 

Quadruple  DTPP 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

Triple  DTP 

- 

2 

10 

9 

51 

6 

78 

Diphtheria/ 

Pertussis 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Diphtheria/ 

Tetanus 

- 

- 

1 

- 

56 

133 

697 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

1 

8 

Pertussis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tetanus 

_ 

- 

1 

10 

437 

448 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

1 

9 

8 

622 

594 

1,234 

Rubella 

385 

385 

Totals  - 

Diphtheria 

- 

2 

11 

9 

621 

140 

783 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

2 

10 

9 

51 

6 

78 

Tetanus 

- 

2 

11 

10 

624 

576 

1,223 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

1 

9 

8 

622 

594 

1,234 

Rubella 

385 

385 
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V.  MENTAL  HEALTH 
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TABLE  32  MENTAL  HEALTH  STATISTICS 

NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  UNDER  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  CARE  AT  31  DECEMBER  1970 


Mentally  111 

Elderly 

Mentally 

infirm 

Mentally  Handicapped 
& Severely 

Mentally  Handicapped 

Total 

Under  age 
16 

16  and 
over 

Under  age 
16 

16  and 
over 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 Total  number 

48 

80 

1 

21 

30 

11 

33 

39 

262 

2 Attending  Workshops, 
day  centres  or  training 
centres  (including 
special  units) 

2 

18 

5 

16 

16 

57 

3 Awaiting  entry  to 
workshops,  day 
centres,  or  training 
centres  (including 
special  units) 

1 

1 

4 Receiving  home 
training 

1 

2 

3 

5 Awaiting  home 
training 

6 Resident  in  L.A. 
home/hostel 

18 

4 

3 

25 

7 Awaiting  residence  in 
L.A.  home/hostel 

1 

3 

1 

5 

8 Resident  in  other 
home/hostel 

3 

3 

9 Botirded  out  in 
private  household 

10  Attending  day 
hospital 

11  Receiving  home 
visits  and  not 
included  in  lines 

2-10 

(a)  suitable  to 
attend  a training 
centre 

(b)  Others 

45 

80 

8 

6 

11 

18 

168 

Male 

Nil 

Female 

Nil 

Male 

Nil 

Female 

Nil 

12  Number  of  under  age  16  attending  training  centres  who  have  not  been 
included  in  Item  2 because  they  do  not  come  within  the  categories 
covered  in  above  columns. 


13  Number  of  persons  included  in  Item  6 who  reside  in  accommodation 
provided  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 
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TABLE  33 


NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS  AWAITING  ENTRY  TO  HOSPITAL, 

ADMITTED  FOR  TEMPORARY  RESIDENTIAL  CARE,  OR  ADMITTED  TO  GUARDIANSHIP 

DURING  1970 


Elderly 

Mentally 

Infirm 

Mentally  Handicapped  & 
Severely  Mentally 
Hcindicapped 

Total 

Under  Age 
16 

16  and 
over 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1,  Number  of  persons  in 
L.H.A,  area  on  waiting  list 
for  admission  to  hospital  at 
end  of  year 
(a)  In  urgent  need  of 
hnc;pi+j:il  care 

2 

2 

(b)  Not  in  urgent  need  of 
hospital  care 

(c)  Total 

2 

2 

2.  Number  of  admissions  for 
temporary  residential  care 
(e.g.  to  relieve  the  family) 
(a)  To  N.H.S.  hospitals 

3 

1 

4 

(b)  To  L*A,  residential 
accommodation 

2 

2 

(c)  Elsewhere 

(d)  Total 

2 

3 

1 

6 

3* (a)  Admission  to 
guardianship  during 
the  year 

L.H.A. 

Other 

Total 

4.(b)  Total  number 
under  guardianship 
at  end  of  year 

L.H.A. 

Other 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

1 

THERE  WERE  NO  MENTALLY  ILL  PATIENTS  AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR 


I 
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NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  REFERRED  TO  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  DURING  YEAR  ENDED  31  DECEMBER  1970 
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TABLE  35 

WORKSHOPS,  DAY  CENTRES  AND  TRAINING  CENTRES  AS  AT  31  DECEMBER  1970 

Workshops,  or  day  centres  for  the  mentally  ill  or  Training  centres  for  the  subnormal  or 
or  severely  subnormal  (including  special  units) 


Places  made  available  to  or  by  other  authorities  or  organisations 


Type  of 
authority  or 
organisation 

Places  in 
workshops 
or  day 
centres  for 
the  mentally 
ill 

Plac 
trair 
centr 
the  suk 
or  se 

subn 

Junior 

es  in 
ling 
es  for 
mormal 
merely 
ormal 
Adult 

Places  in 
special 
units  for 
the  severely 
subnormal 

Places  made  available  to 
other  authorities  or  to 
hospitals 

Local  authority 

Hospital 

2 

Total 

2 

Places  made  available  to  the 
authority  by  other  authorities 
or  organisations 

Local  authority 

2 

23 

30 

Hospital 

Other  organisation 

s 

5* 

Total 

2 

23 

30 

?• 

TABLE  36 

HOMES,  HOSTELS,  SOCIAL  CENTRES  AND  CLUBS  AS  AT  31  DECEMBER  1970 
Homes  and  hostels  - Nil 

Places  in  homes/hostels  made  available  to  or  by  other  authorities  or  organisations 


Type  of  authority 
or  organisation 

For  the 
mentally 
ill 

For  the 
elderly 
mentally 
inBrm 

For  the  subnormal  or 
severely  subnormal 

Junior 

Adult 

Places  made  available  to 
other  authorities  or  to  hos- 
pitals  (included  in  table 
above) 

Local  authority 

Hospital 

7 

Total 

7 

Places  made  available  to 
the  authority  by  other  autho- 
cities  or  organisations  (not 
included  in  table  above) 

Local  authority 

Hospital 

Other  organisations 

3 

Total 

3 

Note:-  *Two  mornings  a week  creche  provided  by  Bedford  Branch  of  National  Society  for 
Mentally  Handicapped  Children, 
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VI  RESEARCH  PROJECTS 
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PROGRESS  REPORT  BEDFORD  DIABETIC  SURVEY  - 1970 


The  year  1970/71  has  seen  a continuation  of  the  long  term  follow- 
up study,  commenced  in  I962,  of  the  248  people  found  to  have  very 
mild  or  early  diabetes.  As  in  previous  years,  all  available  members  of 
the  group  have  been  seen  twice,  either  at  the  Union  Street  Public  Health 
Clinic  or  in  their  homes.  Standardised  excuninations  of  the  Cardiovascular 
and  nervous  systems,  the  eyes  and  kidneys  have  been  carried  out  along 
with  measurements  of  blood  sugar  and  other  metabolic  factors. 

As  the  years  go  by,  increasing  numbers  of  the  starting  population 
become  unavailable  to  us,  either  because  of  death  or  movement  out  of  the 
area.  A gratifyingly  high  proportion  of  the  latter  group  remains 
"faithful"  to  us,  keeping  in  touch  by  correspondence  and  many  making 
a special  journey  to  see  us  in  Bedford  or  London.  Thus,  we  are  in 
contact  with  approximately  90%  of  those  people  still  alive  9 years 
after  the  start  of  the  project. 

We  have  been  further  concerned  with  the  reaction  to  the  American 
reports,  recently  given  much  press  publicity,  of  possible  adverse 
effects  of  certain  forms  of  treatment  in  mild  diabetes.  Our  own 
experience  with  our  carefully  studied  group  of  "borderline"  diabetes 
suggests  that,  far  from  adverse  effects,  there  is  evidence  of  protection 
by  treatment  against  a number  of  cardiovascular  consequences.  Studies 
from  Sweden,  The  West  Coast  of  the  United  States  euid  Scotland  are  in 
accord  with  our  Bedford  experiences. 

The  follow-up  study  in  Bedford  is  unique  in  the  records  of 
controlled  studies  of  the  prevention  of  non-communicable  disorders 
such  as  diabetes.  The  findings  have  achieved  world-wide  prominence  and 
it  is  regarded  with  great  respect  as  a model  of  its  kind.  Much  has 

en  learned,  not  only  about  the  nature  and  management  of  early  diabetes 
but  also  of  the  social  emotional  and  economic  factors  involved  in  the 
application  of  screening  and  follow-up  methods  to  the  population  at 
large.  This  has  been  recognised  by  the  generous  support  given  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  for  the  continuation  of  the 
study.  Those  concerned  in  the  Project  also  wish  to  express  their 
gratitude  to  the  Public  Health  Department  at  Bedford  for  the  long 
continued  friendly  and  valuable  support  given  by  the  Council  to  the 
project . 
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GLAUCOMA 


The  Glaucoma  Survey  continues  with  a weekly  session  at  the  Medical 
Centre,  Union  Street,  following-up  and  re-screening  persons  who 
volunteered  to  take  part  in  the  scheme. 

The  following  report  by  Professor  E.  S.  Perkins  shows  how  the 
investigation  is  helping  research. 

The  Bedford  Glaucoma  Survey 

The  long-term  follow-up  of  borderline  cases  has  now  continued  for 
sufficient  time  to  warrant  a brief  analysis  of  the  findings,  and  some 
very  interesting  results  have  been  obtained. 

186  patients  were  referred  from  the  original  survey  for  follow-up. 

37  (19%)  have  been  lost  to  follow-up  through  death,  removal  from  Bedford 
or  failure  to  keep  appointments.  Of  the  37)  3^  had  ocular  hypertension, 
one  had  a family  history  of  glaucoma,  one  had  secondary  glaucoma  which 
was  successfully  treated  and  one  had  an  abnormal  disc. 

72  (38.7%)  were  discharged  from  follow-up.  In  most  of  these  the 
tensions  had  been  above  21  mm  Hg  on  the  original  survey  but  annual 
tension  readings  had  shown  a consistent  fall  to  a level  within  the  normal 
range,  which  was  maintained  for  at  least  two  years.  The  visual  fields 
showed  no  defects.  Nine  patients  with  normal  tensions  were  originally 
thought  to  have  suspicious  discs,  but  no  field  defect  developed  during 
follow-up. 

73  patients  are  still  attending  for  annual  review  and  most  of  these 
were  classified  as  having  ocular  hypertension.  There  has  been  a general 
tendency  for  the  tension  in  these  patients  to  be  lower  at  each  attendance, 
and  none  of  them  has  developed  a field  defect. 

Only  3 of  the  186  borderline  cases  (1.6%)  have  developed  field 
defects  with  raised  tension,  and  they  have  now  been  diagnosed  as  cases 
of  chronic  simple  glaucoma.  One  of  these  almost  certainly  had  a field 
defect  when  first  seen  which  was  confirmed  soon  after  the  survey.  It 
is  possible  that  further  cases  of  glaucoma  will  be  diagnosed,  but  at  the 
moment  the  incidence  of  glaucoma  in  the  borderline  group  is  not  very 
much  higher  than  that  found  in  the  original  survey. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  two  of  the  patients  with  glaucoma 
were  considered  to  have  suspicious  discs,  out  of  a total  of  12  with 
suspicious  discs  in  the  follow-up  series.  The  incidence  of  glaucoma 
in  this  group  is  therefore  l6.6%  and  emphasises  the  importance  of 
examination  of  the  optic  discs  in  the  detection  of  glaucoma.  Two  of 
the  patients  with  glaucoma  had  ocplar  hypertension,  out  of  97  followed 
up  - an  incidence  of  glaucoma  of  only  2%. 

The  second  part  of  the  follow-up  consists  of  a review  of  a sample 
of  patients  seen  on  the  original  survey  who  were  considered  not  to  have 
glaucoma.  4l9  have  now  been  followed  up.  The  examination  consists 
of  applanation  tonometry  and  central  visual  field  testing  with  the 
Globuck  screen. 
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I have  been  surprised  to  find  how  little  difference  there  has  been 
in  the  tension  readings  on  re-testing  after  a period  of  five  years. 

Only  4 people  have  shown  a rise  in  tension  to  a level  above  21  mm  Hg, 
and  one  c f these  was  found  to  have  a field  defect  and  has  been  diagnosed 
as  a case  of  chronic  simple  glaucoma. 

One  other  patient  with  a tension  above  21  mm  Hg  has  a suspicious 
disc  and  is  being  investigated  at  the  moment. 

19  people  have  shown  field  defects  due  to  pathological  conditions 
other  than  glaucoma. 

These  results  can  be  summarised  as  follows: 

1.  People  originally  found  to  have  ocular  hypertension  showed 
an  incidence  of  glaucoma  only  slightly  greater  than  that  found  in  a 
random  sample  of  the  population  (1.6%  compared  with  0.71%  in  the 
original  survey). 

2.  Glaucoma  was  diagnosed  in  l6.6%  of  those  who  were  originally 
considered  to  have  suspicious  discs,  with  or  without  a raised  tension. 

3.  Re-examination  of  4l9  individuals  after  five  years  has 
resulted  in  the  detection  of  one  new  case  (possible  two)  of  glaucoma. 

It  can  be  concluded  from  these  results  that  the  risk  of  an 
individual  with  ocular  hypertension  developing  glaucoma  during  a five- 
yeai-  period  is  little,  if  any,  greater  than  that  of  a person  with  a 
normal  tension.  If,  .however,  the  discs  are  suspicious,  with  or  without 
ocular  hypertension,  there  is  a 1 in  6 chance  of  glaucoma  developing. 

One  problem  which  has  received  little  attention  is  how  frequently 
screening  for  glaucoma  should  be  repeated.  The  present  results  indicate 
that  a five-year  interval  is  reasonably  safe  provided  that  the  optic 
discs  are  normal. 

It  is  possible  that  further  follow-up  may  modify  these  conclusions, 
and  it  is  important  that  the  remaining  borderline  cases  be  followed  for 
as  long  as  possible.  The  results  will  have  great  value  in  adding  to 
our  knowledge  of  the  natural  history  of  glaucoma. 
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INFECTIOUS  MONONUCLEOSIS  SURVEY  - BEDFORD 


Since  I969  several  universities  and  training  colleges  have  been  co- 
operating with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  to  investigate  the 
origin  and  development  of  glandular  fever. 

Glandular  fever  (infectious  mononucleosis)  is  a common  cause  of  ill- 
ness in  students.  Its  most  common  syipptoms  are  sore  throat,  enlarged 
glands  and  fever.  The  disease  is  sometimes  mild,  but  severe  attacks  also 
occur  with  prolonged  debility. 

Glandular  fever  has  long  been  known  to  be  infectious  but  investi- 
gation of  its  course  has  previously  been  hampered  by  the  failure  to 
identify  the  infectious  agent  responsible.  Recently  an  association  has 
been  discovered  between  a virus  (the  EB  virus)  and  the  development  of 
glandular  fever.  The  significance  of  this  association  is  being  invest- 
igated in  this  large  scale  survey. 

First-year  students  from  the  Bedford  College  of  Education  and  the 
Bedford  College  of  Physical  Education  are  invited  to  take  part.  During 
the  first  year  (1969)  156  were  enrolled  and  1970  this  number  was  in- 
creased by  a further  213.  A small  blood  sample  from  each  participant  is 
tested  initially  for  antibody  to  determine  whether  a student  has  ever 
been  previously  infected  with  EB  virus.  Most  of  these  samples  were  taken 
by  the  Blood  Transfusion  Service  whose  co-operation  has  been  of  great 
value  to  the  investigation. 

About  one  third  of  the  students  were  found  to  be  without  antibody 
to  the  virus  on  entry  to  the  college;  it  is  these  students  who  are  sus- 
ceptible to  glandular  fever. 

All  these  susceptible  students  are  tested  each  year  to  find  out  how 
many  have  been  infected  with  EB  virus,  and  if  so  whether  glandular  fever 
or  other  symptoms  have  resulted.  From  the  first  year's  work,  it  would 
appear  that  about  10-15%  become  infected  each  year  but  more  precise 
figures  will  be  available  at  the  end  of  three  years  when  students  have 
completed  their  stay  at  college. 

As  part  of  the  survey  all  cases  of  glandular  fever  which  develop 
among  students  are  thoroughly  investigated,  irrespective  of  whether  or 
not  an  initial  blood  sample  was  examined  on  entry.  By  the  end  of  the 
spring  term  1971 » ^5  suspected  cases  of  glandular  fever  have  been  in- 
vestigated and  it  is  considered  that  half  might  be  EB  virus  associated. 

A different  aspect  of  the  survey  is  the  testing  of  blood  samples  to 
determine  which  female  students  are  susceptible  to  german  measles 
(rubella).  Rubella, a mild  disease  in  itseijf  - is  a serious  hazard  to  the 
unborn  child.  The  risk  to  any  future  pregnancy  can  now  be  prevented  by 
vaccinating  the  students  who  are  without  protection  to  the  rubella  virus. 
Eighty-five  students  have  so  far  been  found  to  be  without  rubella  anti- 
body, and  of  these,  76  requested  vaccination. 

A preliminary  report  on  the  results  of  the  entire  survey  will  be 
published  in  1971. 
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INFLUENZA  VACCINE  TRIAL  - BEDFORD 


Pilot  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  studies  of  influenza 
vaccines  were  made  in  several  areas  during  the  winter  of  1970/71-  One 
of  the  objects  of  these  studies  is  to  gain  experience  of  the  practical 
difficulties  of  assessing  influenza  vaccines  in  various  populations. 

These  populations  include  "closed"  communities  such  as  schools,  and 
universities  and  "open"  communities  such  as  factories  and  offices, 
although  the  difficulties  of  producing  an  adequate  control  group  and 
close  follow-up  will  be  much  greater  in  these  locations.  Comparisons 
will  be  made  between  sickness  absence  in  persons  who  volunteer  for 
vaccination  and  those  who  do  not.  Such  groups  can  never  be  similar  in 
the  same  way  as  two  groups  constituted  by  random  allocation,  but  it  may 
be  that  the  similarity  will  be  adequate  for  the  purpose  of  vaccine 
assessment  if  the  sickness  absence  from  all  causes  other  than  influenza 
is  the  same  among  those  who  volunteer  and  those  who  do  not. 

It  is  thus  desirable  to  gain  experience  about  sickness  absence  in 
volunteers  and  non  volunteers,  and  pilot  studies  will  be  made  in  several 
open  communities  to  study  methods  of  assessment.  The  first  of  these  is 
the  staff  of  Bedford  Town  Hall. 

The  local  authority  staff  at  Bedford  Town  Hall  have  been  asked  to 
participate  in  this  trial.  Those  who  consented  had  a blood  sample  taken 
and  were  given  influenza  vaccine  currently  available  in  the  U.K.  A 
second  blood  sample  was  taken  4-6  weeks  after  vaccination  to  test  the 
response  to  the  vaccine.  A further  blood  sample  will  be  obtained  from 
each  participant  a year  later;  at  that  point  the  question  of 
re-vaccination  will  be  considered.  From  the  second  week  of  December  1970, 
the  sickness  absence  in  the  vaccinated  participants  will  be  compared  with 
that  in  the  unvaccinated  staff  members  who  did  not  volunteer. 

The  object  of  the  investigation  is  to  compare  the  incidence  of 
sickness  absence  in  vaccinated  and  unvaccinated  staff  of  Bedford  Town 
Hall,  and  to  measure  the  antibody  response  to  standard  influenza  vaccine 
and  its  persistence  at  one  year. 
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RESEARCH  ON  THE  EFFECTS  OF  MEASLES  VACCINATION  ON  INCIDENCE  OF 

MEALSES  IN  THE  COMMUNITY 


At  the  instigation  of  the  M.R.C.  Measles  Vaccines  Committee  a study 
was  begun  in  1966  of  the  effect  of  measles  vaccination  on  the  incidence 
of  the  disease  in  the  community.  We,  in  Bedford,  together  with  the 
Health  Departments  of  seven  other  Authorities,  elected  to  take  part. 

The  findings  from  1966  to  1969  in  seven  of  the  areas,  including 
Bedford,  are  summarised  in  Table  37* 


TABLE  37  - Measles  in  1966-9  in  Seven  Areas  in  England  and  Wales  where  Measles  Vaccination 
began  in  1966. 


Age  in 
years 

Percentage  Vaccinated 
by  Dec.  1966 

1 

Percentage  Notified 
as  Measles 

Jan. -Sept.  1967 

Maximum 

Percentage  Vaccinated 
by  Sept.  1967 

Percentage  Notified 
as  Measles 

Oct.  1967  - Sept.  1968 

Maximum 

Percentage  Vaccinated 

by  Sept.  1968 

Percentage  Notified 

as  Measles 

Oct.  1968  - Sept.  1969 

0-4 

24 

2.47 

35 

1.24 

52 

1.90 

5-9 

6 

1.49 

16 

0.70 

46 

5.42 

10-14 

1 

0.20 

4 

0.09 

13 

0.18 

0-4 

11 

2.38 

13 

6.09 

25 

0.74 

5-9 

13 

1.22 

13 

1.65 

15 

0.26 

10-14 

1 

0.05 

3 

0.00 

5 

0.02 

0-4 

8 

1.95 

13 

0.39 

31 

2.39 

5-9 

0 

1.14 

0 

0.14 

4 

1.65 

10-14 

0 

0.00 

0 

0.00 

1 

0.74 

0-4 

8 

3.28 

11 

6.50 

18 

0.45 

5-9 

6 

1.33 

7 

3.53 

10 

0.11 

10-14 

0 

0.07 

1 

0.10 

2 

0.01 

0-4 

6 

3.17 

15 

1.07 

24 

7.28 

5-9 

5 

2.24 

13 

1.28 

18 

5.64 

10-14 

1 

0.08 

2 

0.04 

5 

0.21 

0-4 

6 

5.61 

17 

0.85 

34 

0.45 

5-9 

0 

3.61 

0 

0.81 

9 

0.29 

10-14 

0 

0.12 

0 

0.00 

2 

0.04 

0-4 

3 

6.84 

15 

1.32 

23 

4.28 

5-9 

0 

3.85 

3 

0.69 

13 

1.81 

10-14 

0 

0.34 

0 

0.00 

2 

0.61 

0-4 

0 

6.44 

0 

3.22 

10 

2.00 

5-9 

0 

4.42 

0 

1.93 

8 

1.20 

10-14 

0 

0.24 

0 

0.10 

9 

0.07 

Area 


Oxford 


Kingston  upon  Hull 


Cardiff 


Newcastle  upon 
Tyne 


Bedford 


Southampton 


Bristol 


England  and 
Wales 
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The  results  of  this  investigation  showed  that  there  was  an  inverse 
association  between  the  proportion  of  children  vaccinated  and  the  inci- 
dence of  measles  in  the  area  in  the  following  year,  but  measles  epidemics 
occurred  in  several  of  the  areas  in  subsequent  years,  despite  continuing 
vaccinations. 

Measles  vaccination  was  introduced  on  a large  scale  in  Britain  in 
1968.  Analysis  of  the  notification  and  vaccination  statistics  shows  that 
the  vaccination  of  about  10%  of  the  child  population  (under  15  years)  in 
1968  sufficed  to  "replace"  the  measles  epidemic  which  had  been  expected 
in  the  period  October  1968  to  September  1969  By  a low  incidence  of  the 
disease,  typical  of  that  in  previous  "interepidemic"  years.  Further, 
the  effect  of  the  vaccination  was  to  prevent  the  development  of  natural 
measles  in  susceptible  unvaccinated  children  as  well  as  in  the  vaccinated 
subjects.  Thus  the  number  of  immune  subjects  in  the  community  was  in- 
creased by  the  vaccinations,  but  as  a result  there  was  a reduction  in 
the  number  of  subjects  who  acquired  immunity  from  natural  measles.  These 
opposed  results  can,  therefore,  explain  why  vaccination  may  be  effective 
in  the  community  for  only  a year  or  two,  though  vaccination  protects  the 
individual  for  much  longer. 

It  is  estimated  that  a continuing  vaccination  rate  of  4o  to  50%  of 
the  children  born  each  year  would  be  necessary  to  replace  the  regular 
biennial  measles  epidemics  in  Britain  by  a continuous  endemic  incidence, 
and  might  perhaps  lead  to  the  disappearance  of  the  disease  without  a 
further  major  epidemic,  but  that  a continuing  vaccination  rate  of  80%  - 
90%  of  children  born  each  year  would  then  be  necessary  to  prevent  its 
reintroduction.  The  long  term  control  of  measles  by  vaccination  will 
thus  probably  prove  more  difficult  than  for  any  other  infectious  disease. 
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HEALTH  OF  THE  IMMIGRANT  IN  BEDFORD 


Since  1955  the  Public  Health  Department  has  kept  statistics 
relating  to  the  country  of  origin  of  the  residents  of  houses  in  multiple 
occupation.  By  studying  these  statistics  we  can  see  how  the  actual 
amount  of  such  accommodation  has  risen  with  the  increasing  demand  made 
by  the  succeeding  inflows  of  immigrants. 

Much  of  the  work  of  the  department  over  these  years  has  been 
directed  at  improving  the  standards  of  this  type  of  accommodation  and  by 
controlling  any  tendency  to  overcrowding.  We  believe  that  second  only 
to  adequate  nourishment,  adequate  housing  is  of  major  importance  in 
maintaining  the  health  of  the  individual. 

As  a direct  consequence  of  their  lower  standard  of  housing  there 
has  been  a greater  need  for  the  immigrant  mothers  to  be  confined  in 
hospital,  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  although  ten  years  ago 
practically  all  the  Italian  mothers  were  confined  in  hospital,  now 
because  of  improved  housing  standards,  many  are  opting  to  be  confined 
at  home. 

In  1969,  at  the  request  of  the  Department  of  Health,  we  took  note 
of  the  country  of  origin  of  every  mother  who  was  confined  during  the 
months  of  April  and  May  of  that  year.  These  statistics  were  published 
and  showed  that  36%  of  the  mothers  had  not  themselves  been  born  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  A similar,  less  formal,  exercise  at  the  end  of  1970 
confirmed  that  this  proportion  is  continuing  at  approximately  the  same 
rate. 


Although  we  tend  to  think  that  Indian  children  are  smaller  in 
stature  than  their  English  counterparts,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
the  average  weight  of  babies  now  being  born  to  mothers  from  the  Indian 
Sub  Continent  is  6lb  13  oz  which  compares  favourably  with  the  average 
for  English  children. 

One  of  the  factors  which  we  believe  plays  a major  part  in  improving 
the  standard  of  living  of  the  individual  family  is  the  limitation  of  the 
size  of  the  family.  Over  a period  of  three  months,  a recent  investiga- 
tion in  the  Borough  showed  that  there  were  relatively  more  Indian  women 
having  their  fourth  and  subsequent  children  and,  indeed,  although  there 
was  one  English  woman  having  her  seventh  child  there  were  three  Indian 
women  having  their  eighth  child.  However,  I predict  that  this  is  one 
"statistic"  which  will  certainly  change  over  the  next  few  years  and  I 
would  add,  in  this  context,  that  the  number  of  Indian  women  who  attend 
our  birth  control  clinics  continues  to  rise. 

One  measure  of  a group's  desire  to  improve  its  health  standards  is 
its  acceptance  rate  for  immunisation,  and  examination  of  our  records 
show  that  the  proportion  of  Indian  children  who  are  now  immunised  is 
exactly  the  same  as  the  indigenous  population. 

However,  we  have  to  admit  that  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  amongst 
immigrant  groups,  especially  those  from  Pakistan,  continues  at  a high 
rate. 
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The  latest  information  (to  be  compared  with  the  1971  Census)  leads 
us  to  believe  that  there  are  between  2,500  - 3)000  persons  whose  birth 
place  was  India  and  between  500  - 1,000  persons  whose  birth  place  was 
Pakistan,  now  resident  in  Bedford,  and  it  is  of  concern  to  us  that  the 
number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis,  respiratory  and  non  respiratory, 
notified  in  1970  was  42,  of  whom  19  were  Asians,  and  5 were  non  British 
Europeans.  Of  the  26  cases  notified  in  1969,  10  were  immigrants,  and 
of  the  43  cases  notified  in  1968,  20  were  immigrants.  The  Bedford 
Chest  Clinic  is  co-operating  with  the  Thoracic  and  Tuberculosis 
Association  in  a prospective  survey  of  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis 
amongst  immigrants  and  we  are  endeavouring  to  trace  all  new  immigrants 
and  protect  with  B.C.G.  those  who  are  not  immune. 

Routinely  all  children  are  weighed  at  their  first  medical 
examination  at  school  and  recently,  for  interest,  I compared  the  average 
weight  of  children  starting  school  in  1965  with  the  weight  of  those 
starting  school  in  1970  and  found  that  the  average  weight  of  both  groups 
of  English  boys  was  3st.31bs  whilst  the  average  weight  of  both  groups 
of  Indian  boys  was  3st.i  However,  I also  found  that  the  average  weight 
of  Indian  girls  starting  school  in  1965  was  2st.8jlbs  but  that  for  those 
starting  school  in  1970  the  average  weight  had  risen  to  3st. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  watch  this  trend  to  see  if  the  differences 
continue  to  narrow. 

Although  we  recognise  that  differences  in  language  and  culture  can 
create  problems,  these  are  not  completely  overcome  by  the  presence  of  an 
interpreter,  and  we  must  look  to  the  children,  at  present  in  our  schools 
to  break  down  any  barriers  which  may  prevent  their  parents  making 
appropriate  use  of  the  health  services. 
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VII  WELFARE  SERVICES 
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WELFARE 


The  services  for  the  physically  handicapped  continue  to  expand  with 
more  and  more  persons  applying  for  registration.  This  has  resulted  in 
a great  strain  being  placed  on  the  staff,  which  for  some  time  has  been 
under  strength,  although  temporary  help  for  short  periods  was  obtained. 


The  nature  of  the  work  involved  is  detailed  in  the  tables  contained 
in  this  section.  In  the  past,  little  mention  has  been  made  of  holidays 
provided  for  those  persons  requiring  such  help.  The  following  indicates 
the  extent  of  these  with  comparisons  over  previous  years. 


TABLE  38 


HOLIDAYS 


Year 

Amount 

£ 

1961/2 

691 

1962/3 

359 

1963/4 

ll4 

1964/5 

115 

1965/6 

61 

1966/7 

137 

1967/8 

226 

1968/9 

294 

1969/70 

183 

1970/71 

332 

2512 


In  addition  holidays  have  been  arranged  with  the  County  Welfare 
Department  for  persons  to  attend  a Holiday  Camp  in  September  each  year 
since  1966,  the  cost  of  which  has  been  borne  by  the  County  Council. 

For  the  first  time,  in  September  one  of  the  St.  John's  Hospital 
Trust  vehicles  (with  driver)  was  allotted  to  the  Bedford  Disabled  at 
Caister  Holiday  Camp  for  one  week.  This  added  to  the  attraction  of 
the  holiday  provided.  The  driver  also  assisted  the  Disabled  in  many 
ways  outside  his  driving  time. 

The  provision  of  vehicle  and  driver  was  greatly  appreciated,  both  by 
the  Camp  Organisers  and  the  disabled. 
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TABLE  39 


REGISTER  OF  PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED 


Deaf 

Deaf 

Hard  of 

General 

Age 

Sex 

with 

without 

hearing 

Classes 

Total 

speech 

speech 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

1970 

1969 

1968 

Under  l6 

M 

- 

- 

2 

3 

5 

1 

4 

F 

- 

- 

4 

- 

4 

1 

3 

l6  - 29 

M 

2 

4 

3 

l4 

23 

20 

23 

F 

- 

1 

1 

13 

15 

13 

8 

M 

1 

_ 

2 

36 

39 

34 

33 

30  - 49 

F 

- 

2 

- 

19 

21 

19 

21 

M 

1 

62 

63 

52 

45 

50  - 64 

F 

1 

1 

- 

77 

79 

70 

76 

65  or  over 

M 

3 

1 

- 

103 

107 

91 

76 

F 

1 

1 

2 

220 

224 

207 

176 

Total 

9 

10 

l4 

547 

580 

508 

465 
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TABLE  40 

ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  ON  THE  GENERAL  CLASSES  REGISTER 
ACCORDING  TO  AGE  AND  HANDICAP 


Major  Handicaps 

Age 

under 

16 

Age 

16-29 

Age 

30-49 

Age 

50-64 

Age 
65  or 
over 

Total 

1970 

1969 

1968, 

Amputation 

- 

- 

6 

7 

22 

36 

31 

32 

Arthritis  or 
rheumatism 

- 

1 

4 

29 

157 

191 

161 

i49 

Congenital  malforma- 
tions or  deformities 

1 

5 

2 

8 

5 

21 

17 

22 

Diseases  of  the  diges- 
tive and  genito  urinary 
system,  of  the  heart 
or  circulatory  system, 
of  the  respiratory 
system  (other  than 
tuberculosis)  or  of 
the  skin 

- 

5 

3 

25 

48 

81 

62 

55 

Injuries  of  the  head, 

face,  neck,  thorax, 
abdomen,  pelvis  or 
trunk.  Injuries  or 
diseases  (other  than 
tuberculosis)  of  the 
upper  and  lower  limbs 
and  of  the  spine 

1 

1 

9 

19 

21 

51 

44 

45 

Organic  nervous 
diseases  - epilepsy, 
disseminated  sclerosis 
poliomyelitis,  hemi- 
plegia, sciatica,  etc. 

- 

11 

30 

44 

58 

143 

134 

112 

Neurosis,  psychoses 
and  other  nervous  and 
mental  disorders  not 
included  above 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

3 

2 

7 

Tuberculosis 
( respiratory) 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

( non-respiratory) 

- 

- 

1 

4 

1 

6 

6 

3 

Diseases  and  injuries 

not  specified  above 

- 

2 

1 

2 

9 

14 

11 

7 

TOTAL 

3 

26 

56 

i4o 

322 

547 

469 

433 
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TABLE  41 


NUMBERS  REGISTERED  - 
BLIND  AND  PARTIALLY  SIGHTED  PERSONS 


Age  Group 

Total 

0-4 

5-15 

16-20 

21-49 

50-64 

65  & 

Over 

1970 

1969 

1968 

Blind 

M 

1 

1 

1 

9 

l6 

54 

82 

75 

66 

F 

- 

1 

1 

7 

7 

90 

I06 

1 10 

109 

Partially 

Sighted 

M 

4 

1 

2 

10 

19 

36 

31 

29 

F 

- 

3 

2 

4 

10 

82 

101 

109 

103 

Total 

1 

9 

5 

22 

43 

245 

325 

325 

307 

During  the  year,  various  services  have  been  provided  by  the  Borough 
for  those  people  registered  as  visually  handicapped. 

The  provision  of  transport  and  clinics  enables  about  100  people  to 
enjoy  handicraft  classes  every  week.  Outings  and  Christmas  parties  were 
also  much  appreciated. 

Braille  and  Moon  lessons  are  being  given  to  several  people,  and 
large  print  books  are  now  available  in  the  Public  Libraries  for  those 
with  partial  sight.  Low  Visual  Aids  are  also  offered  to  them  to  help 
utilize  what  sight  remains. 

Advice  is  given  about  such  things  as  Social  Security,  Pensions, 
Home-Helps,  Meals-on-Wheels  etc.,  and  various  aids  and  gadgets  e.g. 
white  sticks,  radios,  writing  frames,  and  Braille  clocks  are  also  avail- 
able. 
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TABLE  42 


ADAPTATIONS  AT  HOUSES  OCCUPIED  BY  DISABLED  PERSONS 


Total 

1970 

1969 

1968 

£ p 

£ p 

£ p 

25  houses 

31  houses 

53  houses 

558.39 

183.  83 

124.  63 

The  Chronically  Sick  and  Disabled  Persons  Act  1970  has  already  caused 
a number  of  enquiries  to  be  made  concerning  the  effects  it  will  have  on 
persons  concerned.  A number  of  inquirers  have  already  asked  for  tele- 
phones to  be  installed  in  their  homes,  and  a few  have  asked  for  tele- 
vision. These  matters  will  receive  attention  when  the  Local  Welfare 
Authority  defines  its  policy  under  the  Act. 
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TABLE  43 


AIDS  AND  GADGETS  ISSUED 


Shoe  horns,  long  handled 
Lamps,  reading 
Mattresses 

Hoist,  Patient  Helper 

Hoist,  Hewitt-Watson 

Hoist,  Hoyer 

Hoist,  Oxford 

Cup  Holder,  plastic 

Toilet  seats,  adjustable,  raised 

Toilet  seats,  raised,  polypropyl 

Toilet  Aids 

Beds,  Ripple  (including  hired) 

Chairs,  upright 

Trolleys 

Stocking  Pull-ons 
Tap  Turners 

Teapot  Stands,  tilting 

Walking  Aids 

Walking  Sticks 

Wheel  Chairs 

Bath  Rails 

Bath  Seat  and  Steps 

Bath  Seats 

Bath  Boards 

Bath  Mats 

Bed  Blocks,  Sets 

Bed  Cradles 

Bed  Rests 

Book  Stands 

Commodes 

Cots 

Helping  Hands 
Easi-Kneeler  Stool 
Weeding  Fork  - long  handled 
Shasbah  Trolley 
Straps  for  Hoist 


Total 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1 

. 

- 

- 

2 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

3 

_ 

1 

27 

l4 

19 

5 

5 

4 

12 

4 

2 

2 

- 

2 

17 

9 

6 

1 

1 

1 

46 

47 

22 

25 

35 

20 

11 

7 

4 

17 

16 

27 

1 

- 

3 

4o 

9 

27 

32 

19 

6 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

8 

2 

- 

31 

28 

24 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

_ 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 
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I am  indebted  to  Mrs  D.E.  Guppy,  Organising  Secretary,  for  the 
following  report: 

THE  BEDFORD  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  DISABLED 
Report  on  work  done  for  the  Disabled  in  year  1970 

35  New  members  have  been  registered  and  attend  clubs,  have  arranged 
visitors  and  for  some  of  them  to  have  Home  Helps,  Meals  on  Wheels,  Hair- 
dressing and  to  be  wheeled  out;  also  appointments  made  for  chiropody. 

The  four  clubs  at  Putnoe,  Brickhill,  Queens  Park  and  Harewood  Road 
have  a capacity  number  attending  of  from  28  to  3^  members.  The  clubs 
cannot  comfortably  take  any  more  new  members,  unless  any  of  the  present 
members  go  into  Homes  or  die;  even  those  members  who  are  transferred  to 
County  Council  Homes  in  the  Borough  still  like  to  attend  clubs;  for 
example,  5 who  live  at  Highfield  Home,  Brickhill  are  still  members  of 
Brickhill  club. 

This  year  21  persons  went  on  holiday  to  Caister  Camp  with  four 
escorts  who  have  to  be  paid  for  out  of  Association  funds.  One  member 
who  was  sent  on  holiday  by  the  Local  Authority  was  given  £4  pocket  money 
for  spending  on  holiday. 

Gas  conversion  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  caused  quite  a lot  of 
anxiety  to  the  disabled  and  Mis  Guppy  sorted  out  many  problems  with  the 
Gas  Company  to  relieve  the  worry  of  the  disabled.  The  social  clubs  pro- 
vide a most  necessary  service,  friendships  are  made  and  very  often  these 
lead  to  family  friendships  outside  the  clubs.  25  voluntary  helpers  run 
the  clubs  which  are  self-supporting.  Each  club  gave  their  members  at 
least  two  outings  a year  and  parties  within  the  clubs  at  Christmas.  The 
Association  arranged  a Christmas  four-course  Dinner  to  all  the  members 
and  helpers.  A gift  of  lO/-  was  given  in  a Christmas  Card  to  all  members 
either  from  the  clubs  or  Association. 

Transport  for  clubs  is  provided  for  the  most  part  from  the  Public 
Health  Department  with  the  St  John's  Hospital  Buses.  Help  for  outings 
and  parties  is  never  refused  by  either  the  Red  Cross  or  St  John's 
Ambulance  Brigade. 

Many  warm  knitted  rugs  and  shawls  have  been  given  to  members  re- 
questing them.  Youth  Action  helped  with  many  little  problems  such  as 
shopping  etc.  Every  enquiry  which  this  Association  does  not  deal  with 
directly  is  passed  on  without  delay  to  the  appropriate  Department.  The 
Borough  Welfare  Officer,  Mrs  Harrison,  and  myself  work  closely  together, 
and  often  report  to  each  other  when  visits  are  made  which  helps  to 
alleviate  overlapping. 

This  Association  tries  to  give  a service  that  local  government 
cannot  give,  financially  and  in  many  other  ways  and  I hope  the  useful 
work  will  continue.  This,  of  course,  depends  largely  on  the  funds  we 
can  raise;  which  at  this  time  is  very  difficult,  and  an  increase  to  the 
very  small  financial  grant  given  us  by  the  council  would  be  a great  help. 

I would  like  to  say  I have  had  the  utmost  help  from  the  Medical 
Officer  and  his  staff. 
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PERSONS  IN  NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION 


Under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  has  powers  to  cause  the  removal  to  hospital  of  certain 
persons  who  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving 
from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention*  Although  this  power  is 
infrequently  used,  the  need  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  be 
involved  in  such  cases  is  not  infrequent  and  through  the  efforts  of  the 
Geriatric  Health  Visitor  and  the  General  Practitioners  and  the  support  I 
can  give  to  the  General  Practitioners  it  is  usual  that  the  patient  is 
admitted  to  hospital  voluntarily,'  i.e.  the  patient  agrees  eventually  to 
hospital  admission. 

During  the  year  a small  number  of  possible  cases  for  action  were 
referred  to  the  Department  but  no  legal  action  was  necessary  because 
care  for  the  persons  involved  was  subsequently  obtained. 


TABLE  44 


MEALS  FOR  THE  ELDERLY  AND  HANDICAPPED 


Meals  on 

Wheels 

Luncheon  Clubs 

Total 

1970 

1969 

1968 

No.  of  Meals 

25,018 

7,598 

32,616 

23,476 

23,312 
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REPORT 
OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Bedford. 

June  1971. 

To : The  Mayor , 

Aldermen  and  Councillors 

of  the  Borough  of  Bedford. 

Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

This  Report  deals  with  the  work  undertaken  during  the  last  year  of 
office  of  the  late  Mr.  Ernest  Avison,  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
from  1st  January  1957  until  his  sudden  death  on  15th  February  1971. 

Dr.  Mortimer  has  written  an  appreciation  of  the  work  undertaken  by 
Mr.  Avison.  I was  privileged  to  work  with  him  during  the  full  period  of 
his  service  in  Bedford  and  together  with  my  colleagues  regret  the  loss 
of  such  a good  friend  and  capable  officer. 

Housing,  especially  properties  in  multiple  occupation,  continues  to 
demand  a lot  of  an  Inspector's  time.  A General  Improvement  Area  has  been 
declared  in  the  Ampthill  Road  district  and  during  1971  a house  which  has 
been  improved  will  be  open  for  inspection  by  the  public.  This  will 
demonstrate  the  improvements  which  can  be  made  and  there  will  be 
available  details  of  the  cost  of  the  work  which  has  been  undertaken 
together  with  information  regarding  grants. 

It  was  necessary  for  two  of  the  Smoke  Control  Orders  to  be  suspended 
due  to  a shortage  of  smokeless  fuel.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  will 
be  an  improvement  in  the  supply  of  this  fuel  for  the  winter  of  1971/72 
and  that  the  improvement  will  be  sufficient  for  additional  Smoke  Control 
Orders  to  be  considered. 

May  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee  cind  all  Chief  Officers  for  the  support 
and  help  given  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  1970. 


E.J.  CONSTABLE 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


81 


1.  HOUSING  ACTS 


(a)  Unfit  Houses 

During  1970  twenty-one  houses  were  demolished  and  the  basement 
rooms  of  one  property  were  formally  closed.  Three  of  the  houses  were  in 
private  ownership.  Six  of  the  properties  demolished  had  been  previously 
subject  to  closing  orders.  Undertakings  were  accepted  from  the  owners 
of  two  properties  that  the  houses  would  not  be  used  for  human  habitation 
and  a further  undertaking  was  accepted  that  the  second  floor  rooms  of  a 
house  would  not  be  occupied. 

Since  1955  a total  of  1,203  houses  have  been  dealt  with,  of  which 
48  are  still  subject  to  Closing  Orders,  the  remainder  of  the  properties 
having  been  demolished.  A total  of  9 families  consisting  of  39  persons 
were  displaced  from  unfit  dwellings  during  1970. 

(b)  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

757  houses  are  known  to  be  occupied  in  multiple  occupation  and  it 
is  estimated  that  these  premises  are  occupied  by  4,380  adults  and  2,l8l 
children. 

During  1970  a total  of  934  inspections  were  made  of  houses  in 
multiple  occupation.  The  following  Statutory  Notices  were  served 


Housing  Act  1957 

Section  90:  Overcrowding  - l4 

Housing  Act  I96I 

Section  l4:  Neglect  of  proper  standards  of  management  - 3 

Housing  Act  I96I 

Section  15:  Facilities  - I5 

Housing  Act  I96I 

Section  I6:  Means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  - 20 


Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  owner  of  one  house  in 
respect  of  14  contraventions  of  the  Housing  (Management  of  Houses  in 
Multiple  Occupation)  Regulations  19^2.  The  contraventions  were  proved 
and  a fine  of  £2  was  imposed  for  each  of  7 offences  and  a fine  of  £1  for 
each  of  the  remaining  seven. 

(c)  Accommodation  Foreign  Nationals 

Thirteen  applications  were  received  from  Italian  Nationals  who 
wished  to  bring  their  families  from  Italy  to  Bedford.  Twelve  of  the 
applications  were  approved.  Four  premises  were  inspected  at  the  request 
of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  to  ensure  that  accommodation  was  available  for 
Foreign  Nationals  who  intended  moving  into  the  area.  Two  were  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 
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( d)  Improvement  of  Dwellings 


During  the  year  the  Council  declared  the  Ampthill  Road  District  to 
be  a General  Improvement  Area.  Prior  to  this  declaration  preliminary 
investigations  into  the  scheme  had  been  made  including  a letter  being 
delivered  to  every  house  explaining  that  the  Council  were  contemplating 
carrying  out  a scheme  of  environmental  improvement  in  the  area  and 
asking  householders  to  complete  a questionnaire  which  would  provide 
information  on  deficiencies  in  the  house  and  in  the  environment.  The 
questionnaire  was  completed  by  about  80  per  cent  of  the  householders 
which  is  a very  good  return  for  an  enquiry  such  as  this.  The  replies 
greatly  assisted  the  working  party  in  formulating  their  environmental 
proposals.  Mr.  Cooke,  a District  Public  Health  Inspector  was  appointed 
the  Improvement  Area  Liaison  Officer.  He  will  be  carrying  out  a 
detailed  inspection  of  all  properties  in  the  area  and  will  be  giving 
advice  to  householders  regarding  the  repair  and  improvement  of  their 
properties. 

It  is  anticipated  that  further  progress  will  be  made  during  1971 
when  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  possiblq  to  provide  a Show  House  in 
order  to  give  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  information  as  to  how 
their  property  could  be  improved. 

Applications  for  Improvement  Grants  which  were  approved  by  the 
Technical  Services  Department  numbered  94,  54  of  these  were  in  respect 
of  Discretionary  Grants,  39  for  Standard  Grants  and  one  was  in  respect 
of  a Special  Grant. 

A tenant  my  make  application  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view  to 
the  Landlord  of  the  property  being  required  to  carry  out  improvements. 
During  1970  four  such  applications  were  received.  The  owners  of  the 
houses  were  notified  and  given  copies  of  the  representations  made  by 
tenants.  One  of  these  applications  was  refused  as  the  property  was  not 
suitable  for  improvement. 

As  a result  of  applications  made  during  I969  three  houses  were 
provided  with  improved  facilities  and  at  two  houses  work  was  in  progress 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Twenty  two  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  were 
received  from  owners  who  proposed  to  carry  out  improvement  to  th^ 
properties.  Sixteen  were  approved  and  a Provisional  Qualification 
Certificate  issued;  three  were  refused  and  the  remaining  three  were 
outstanding  at  the  end  of  1970-  After  a Provisional  Qualification 
Certificate  has  beei.  issued  the  owner  contacts  the  Rent  Officer  in  order 
to  agree  a fair  rent.  When  the  works  have  been  completed  the  Landlord 
produces  a Certificate  of  Fair  Rent  to  the  Local  Authority  who,  if 
satisfied  that  qualifying  conditions  have  been  met,  then  issue  a 
Qualification  Certificate,  sending  a copy  to  the  tenant. 

Twenty-five  applications  for  a Qualification  Certificate  were 
received  from  owners  of  properties  who  stated  that  the  standard  amenities 
were  already  provided.  Nine  of  these  applications  were  approved  and 
fourteen  were  refused  on  the  grounds  either  that  all  standard  amenities 
were  not  available  or  that  the  house  was  in  need  of  repair.  Two 
applications  were  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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2.  RENT  ACTS 


No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received  during 

1970. 


Twelve  reports  were  received  regarding  harassment  by  Landlords  in 
an  endeavour  to  evict  tenants.  These  were  investigated  and  in  ten  of 
the  cases  the  difficulties  were  resolved  or  it  was  decided  that  there 
was  insufficient  evidence  to  prove  that  harassment  had  occurred.  Legal 
action  was  instituted  in  two  cases.  One  in  respect  of  harassment  by  the 
Landlord  and  one  for  unlawful  eviction  by  the  Landlord.  In  each  case 
the  Landlord  was  fined  £5.  In  the  former  case  the  Landlord  was  also 
fined  £1  for  failure  to  provide  a rent  book. 

3.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 


(a)  Drainage  and  Sewerage 


440  drains  were  tested  or  inspected  on  complaint  and  where 
necessary  works  of  repair  or  reconstruction  were  carried  out.  It  was 
necessary  to  clear  blockages  in  the  drains  at  493  premises. 

Repairs  or  reconstruction  of  sewers  were  carried  out  at  30  premises 
of  which  II  were  emergency  works  when  immediate  action  was  necessary. 

The  repairs  were  undertaken  by  the  Local  Authority  and  the  cost 
recovered  from  the  owners  of  the  properties. 

One  Notice  was  served  under  Section  17  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
1961  which  requires  an  owner  to  clear  a stopped  up  drain  within  48  hours. 
The  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority  in  default  and  the  cost 
charged  to  the  owner. 

All  houses  in  the  Borough  have  water  closets  most  of  which  are 
connected  to  the  public  sewer  with  only  a few  properties  draining  to 
cess  pools.  During  1970  the  Anglers  Rest  Public  House  in  Clapham  Road 
was  connected  to  the  public  sewer. 

(b)  Water  Supply 


All  house  properties  have  an  internal  water  supply  from  the  public 
mains  with  the  exception  of  two  houses  in  Cardington  Road.  During  1970 
one  house  in  Cardington  Road  was  connected  to  the  public  supply. 

( c)  Other  Amenities 


It  is  estimated  that  some  i,800  houses  in  the  Borough  are  without 
fixed  baths. 

( d)  Moveable  Dwellings 


There  are  no  licensed  caravan  sites  within  the  Borough. 

Visits  eire  made  to  the  fairs  and  circuses  held  in  Bedford.  Those 
visited  were  satisfactory. 
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A number  of  caravans  occupied  by  persons  employed  in  building 
operations  have  been  stationed  in  the  district  and  these  sites  were 
inspected.  A site  licence  for  these  vans  is  not  required  on  land  on 
which  building  or  engineering  operations  are  being  carried  out. 

( e)  Common  Lodging  Houses 


There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 

( f )  Disinfection 


A cleansing  station  is  maintained  in  Barkers  Lane  where  there  is  a 
steam  disinfector. 

( g)  Disinfestation 


Treatment  was  given  at  190  premises  for  the  eradication  of  various 
insect  pests,  l60  of  which  were  in  respect  of  wasps  nests.  A charge  of 
10s.  Od  was  made  in  respect  of  wasps  nests  and  this  charge  is  being 
increased  to  25s.  Od  in  1971. 

(h)  Inspection  of  Premises 


Following  the  inspection  of  premises,  informal  notices  were  served 
where  required  and  in  93  cases  it  was  necessary  to  serve  a Statutory 
Notice. 

9 Statutory  Notices  were  served  under  the  Public  Health  (Recurring 
Nuisances)  Act  I969.  This  Act  enables  a Local  Authority  to  serve  a 
Notice  prohibiting  a recurrence  of  a nuisance  and  requiring  the  person 
concerned  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  a recurrence. 
8 of  these  Notices  were  in  respect  of  late  night  parties  where  music  was 
being  amplified  and  one  was  in  respect  of  continual  burning  of  trade 
refuse  in  a small  garden. 


(a)  Food  Hygiene 


4.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 


Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  food  premises,  particularly 
the  catering  establishments,  in  the  Town.  Standards  of  hygiene  in 
general  is  good  and  most  proprietors  are  desirous  of  ensuring  that 
satisfactory  hygiene  standards  are  maintained. 

There  continues  to  be  need  for  improvement  in  stock  rotation  of 
perishable  foods.  Most  of  the  larger  food  retailers  undertake  their  own 
coding  of  food  stuffs  and  ensure  that  out  of  date  stock  is  removed. 
Unfortunately  this  does  not  always  happen  in  the  smaller  shops  and  as 
the  manufacturers  code  is  not  usually  known  it  does  happen  that  out  of 
date  stock  is  occasionally  sold  to  a customer.  There  has  been  pressure 
for  date  stamping  of  foods  and  this  matter  is  being  considered  on  a 
National  level  at  the  present  time. 
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Plans  submitted  to  the  Local  Authority  are  examined  and  Architects 
and  owners  of  proposed  food  premises  are  notified  if  an  amendment  is 
required  in  order  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Mobile  food  vans  operating  in  the  district  are  excunined  from  time 
to  time  and  inspections  are  made  of  the  food  stalls  at  the  market. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  owners  of  two  market 
stalls  for  contraventions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (Market  Stalls  and 
Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  I966.  Three  cases  were  proved  and  fines 
of  £5,  £10  and  £15  were  imposed. 

At  the  end  of  this  report  is  a table  which  is  required  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  and  gives  the  categories  of 
food  trades  operating  in  the  district. 

(b)  Egg  Pasteurisation  Plants 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district. 

(c)  Poultry  Processing  Plants 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  plants  in  the  district. 

(d)  Ice  Cream 

The  number  of  registered  ice  cream  premises  is  272.  92  samples  of 

ice  cream  were  submitted  for  exaimination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
The  results  were  as  follows 


Grade 

Number  of  Samples 

Percentage 

1. 

Satisfactory 

29 

31.5 

2. 

Fairly  Satisfactory 

31 

33.6 

3. 

Unsatisfactory 

18 

19.7 

4. 

Very  Unsatisfactory 

14 

15.2 

These  results  are  very  disappointing.  There  is  not  a legal 
standard  for  ice  cream  but  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  service 
recommend  that  over  a six  month  period  not  more  than  20  per  cent  of  a 
vendor's  samples  should  fall  into  Grade  3 and  none  into  Grade  4. 

(e)  Food  Sampling  and  Food  Complaints 


198  samples  were  purchased  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
examination.  84  were  milk  samples  and  ll4  samples  of  other  food.  60 
complaints  were  received  regarding  food  and  I8  of  these  foods  were  sent 
to  the  Public  Analyst  for  his  observations.  In  addition  one  sample  of 
currants  was  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  for  examination. 

A table  showing  the  samples  reported  upon  by  the  Public  Analyst  to 
be  not  genuine  is  given  at  the  end  of  this  report  as  is  a table  showing 
the  action  which  was  taken  in  respect  of  complaints  where  the  food  was 
found  not  to  be  satisfactory. 
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(f ) Imported  Food 


The  following  notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  imported 
food  which  was  not  examined  at  the  Port  of  arrival 


Newport 

Liverpool 


Holyhead 
Harwi ch 


48  notifications  involving  85  containers  of  Chocolate 

Crumb 

2 notifications  involving  6 containers  of  Chocolate 

Crumb 

1 notification  involving  1 container  of  Meat  & Offal 

2 notifications  involving  756  cartons  of  Tinned  Tomatoes. 


Examination  was  undertaken  at  the  receiving  warehouse. 

( g)  Milk  and  Dairies  (General  Regulations)  1959  Milk  (Special 

Designations)  Regulations  I963  - 1965 

During  1970  the  one  Dairy  in  the  Borough  where  milk  was  processed 
and  bottled  closed  down,  and  all  milk  sold  in  this  area  is  now  processed 
outside  the  district. 


292  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  examination.  224  samples  were  pasteurised  milk  of  which  22  failed 
the  methyline  blue  test  which  gives  an  indication  as  to  the  keeping 
quality  of  the  milk  and  one  failed  the  phosphatase  test  which  indicated 
that  the  milk  had  not  been  satisfactorily  pasteurised.  47  samples  of 
sterilised  milk  were  satisfactory  and  of  the  21  ultra  heat  treated  milk 
samples  one  failed  the  colony  count  test  which  also  indicates  whether 
the  treatment  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  out.  No  samples  of  raw 
milk  were  submitted  for  examination. 

5.  SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  ACT  1958 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMAl^  ACT  1958 


There  is  one  slaughter  house  in  the  Borough  and  during  the  year 
under  review  redecoration  of  the  major  paj't  of  the  premises  together 
with  repairs  and  improvements  were  carried  out. 

An  inspector  is  present  daring  the  hours  of  slaughter  so  that  a 
complete  meal  inspection  service  can  be  given.  The  sum  of  £851.97  was 
received  in  respect  of  meat  inspection  charges,  an  increase  of  £81.72  on 
the  previous  year. 

9 Licences  were  issued  to  slaughtermen  during  1970. 

6.  CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 

Work  has  progressed  in  the  implementation  of  Smoke  Control  Areas 
numbers  4 and  5 and  during  the  year  some  £2,150  was  paid  in  respect  of 
conversions,  four-sevenths  of  this  being  recoverable  by  Government 
grants. 
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It  is  hoped  in  the  coming  year  that  the  general  improvement  area  in 
Ampthill  Road  will  be  declared  a smoke  control  area.  This  will  be 
dependant  upon  assurances  that  satisfactory  supplies  of  smokeless  fuel 
will  be  available. 

In  view  of  tlie  serious  shortage  of  supplies  of  smokeless  solid 
fuels  an  application  was  made  for  the  suspension  of  smoke  control  orders 
in  areas  numbers  1 and  2.  This  application  was  confirmed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Environment  and  an  order  was  made  dated  28th 
November,  1970.  The  order  expired  on  the  30th  April  1971  when  the  two 
areas  again  became  subject  to  smoke  control  orders. 

6 applications  for  prior  approval  in  respect  of  the  installation  of 
boilers  were  received.  All  of  these  were  approved. 

The  Council  has  continued  to  co-operate  in  the  National  Scheme  of 
Atmospheric  Pollution  recording  and  details  are  given  in  tables  at  the 
end  of  this  report. 


7.  OFFICES  SHOPS  AND 

RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  I963 


l,0l4  premises  are  registered  with  the  Bedford  Borough  Council  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act  1963.  This  is  an  increase  of  JO  premises  when  compared  with  1969, 

19  registrations  having  been  cancelled  for  various  reasons.  534  visits 
of  inspection  were  made  to  premises  of  which  205  were  full  inspections. 

49  Informal  Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied.  No 
exemptions  from  the  provisions  of  the  Act  were  granted. 

49  accidents  which  occurred  at  registered  premises  were  notified  to 
the  Authority  during  the  year. 

Details  of  registration  of  premises,  the  number  of  persons  employed 
and  the  number  of  accidents  which  have  been  notified  are  given  at  the 
end  of  this  report. 


8.  FACTORIES  ACT  I96I 

82  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  factories  during  1970.  In 
only  two  instances  was  it  necessary  to  serve  Informal  Notices  to  remedy 
defects  which  were  discovered. 

9.  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 
ACT  1949 


356  premises  were  inspected  following  complaint  of  infestation  by 
rats  or  mice.  249  were  found  to  be  infested  and  treatment  was  carried 
out  by  the  Local  Authority.  With  regard  to  private  houses  this 
treatment  is  carried  out  free  of  charge  whilst  at  business  premises  a 
charge  of  £1.10  per  man  hour  is  made  for  treatment.  69  Contracts  were 
entered  into  and  the  sum  of  £196.90  received. 

Treatment  of  the  sewers  is  normally  undertaken  twice  a year  and  a 
total  of  500  manholes  were  baited  during  1970. 
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10.  OTHER  ACTS 


(a)  Noise  Abatement  Act  i960 


32  complaints  regarding  noise  nuisance  were  reported  during  the 
year.  All  were  investigated  and  the  following  table  shows  the  type  of 
complaint  received 


Dogs  Barking  - 4 
Road  Repairs  - 1 
Factories  - 7 
Neighbours  - 15 


Cafe  - 2 

Fish  & Chip  Shop  - 2 

Poultry  - 1 


Following  the  service  of  a Prohibition  Notice  under  the  Public 
Health  (Recurring  Nuisances)  Act  1969  relating  to  music  during  late 
night  parties  it  was  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Court  for  a Nuisance 
Order  to  be  made  in  respect  of  one  premises  as  the  Notice  was  being 
ignored.  A Nuisance  Order  was  made  by  the  Court  and  the  defendant  was 
required  to  pay  £10.50  towards  the  cost  incurred  by  the  Council. 
Nuisance  continued  and  summonses  were  issued  for  failure  to  comply  with 
the  Nuisance  Order  made  by  the  Court  and  the  Defendant  was  found  £10  in 
respect  of  each  of  four  offences. 

(b)  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Materials  Act  1951 


Three  premises  are  registered  under  this  Act. 

( c)  Pet  Animals  Act  1931 


Five  premises  are  registered  and  all  have  been  inspected  and  found 
to  be  satisfactorily  maintained. 

( d)  National  Assistance  Act  1948  - Section  50 
Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead 


Funerals  of  seven  persons  were  undertaken  as  no  other  arrangements 
had  been  made.  The  following  table  gives  the  details  showing  the  cost 
of  burial,  cremation  and  recovery  of  expenses 


No. 

Age 

(Years) 

Sex 

Cost  of  Burial  or 
Cremation 

Recovery  of  Expenses 

1 

66 

M 

£25.60 

Full  cost  recovered. 

2 

89 

F 

£19.30 

Full  cost  recovered. 

3 

65 

M 

£25.60 

Part  cost  recovered. 

4 

79 

F 

£28.55 

Full  cost  recovered. 

5 

79 

M 

£28.05 

Nil  - Death  Grant  not 

payable. 

6 

2/12 

M 

£10.35 

Part  cost  recovered. 

7 

77 

F 

£28.05 

Full  cost  recovered. 
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( e)  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act 

Fifteen  premises  are  registered  under  this  Act. 

(f ) Diseases  of  Animals  Act  195i 

Staff  were  on  duty  at  the  poultry  market  in  Home  Lane  and  the 
cattle  market  in  Commercial  Road  whenever  a sale  was  held. 

Fowl  Pest  was  prevalent  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  and  the 
Fowl  Pest  (Infected  areas)  Special  Order  No. 3 1970  which  included 
Bedfordshire  was  operative  from  the  26th  September,  1970  until  8th  March, 
1971.  The  market  was  licensed  for  the  sale  of  poultry  for  immediate 
slaughter  and  attendance  at  the  market  ensured  this  requirement  was 
adhered  to. 

Licences  are  required  for  the  removal  of  swine  and  1,001  licences 
were  issued  for  the  removal  of  14,151  animals. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  give  consideration  to  improvements  being 
carried  out  to  the  vehicle  washing  facilities  now  in  operation  at  the 
cattle  and  pig  market. 

( g)  Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  & Welfare  Provisions)  Act  1956 


Sections  3 & 5 of  this  Act  relating  to  sanitary  accommodation  are 
enforceable  by  Local  Authorities.  All  premises  in  the  Borough  covered 
by  the  Act  have  been  inspected  and  the  conditions  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 


11.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Talks  have  been  given  to  various  Organisations  and  many  visits  have 
been  arranged  for  pupils  from  the  Local  Training  Colleges,  Westfield 
School  and  for  student  nurses. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Education  Authority  food  hygiene  courses 
have  been  held  at  Mander  College.  During  the  year  21  students  obtained 
the  Elementary  Food  Hygiene  Certificate  as  a result  of  passing  the 
examination  arranged  by  the  Bedford  Borough  Council. 

12.  MISCELLANEOUS 

Following  a confirmed  case  of  lead  poisoning  a number  of  articles 
(crayons,  toys,  clothes  pegs  etc.)  together  with  paint  scrapings  from 
window  ledges  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  who  reported  that 
the  scrapings  had  a very  high  lead  content. 

As  the  child  concerned  was  in  the  habit  of  standing  at  windows  and 
biting  upon  the  woodwork,  as  well  as  biting  toys  and  other  articles,  it 
did  appear  that  the  lead  poisoning  was  caused  by  an  absorption  of  lead 
from  the  paint. 
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As  there  appeared  to  be  a large  reduction  of  swans  on  the  River 
Ouse  a dead  swan  was  sent  to  the  School  of  Veterinary  Medicine, 
University  of  Cambridge  for  examination.  In  this  case  a large  fish  hook 
had  lodged  in  the  neck  and  several  lead  slugs  of  varying  calibre  were 
discovered.  It  was  considered  that  the  bird  had  been  suffering  from 
respiratory  distress  for  some  time. 
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13.  STATISTICAL  TABLES 


1.  Housing 

Action  taken  during  1970 


No.  of  Houses  demolished;- 

Private  Ownership  3 

Owned  by  Local  Authority  l8 

No.  of  dwellings  closed:- 

Houses 

Part  of  buildings  1 

No.  of  families  displaced  9 

No.  of  persons  displaced  39 

No,  of  dwelling  houses  found  not 

to  be  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  129 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  127 


2.  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

Number  of  premises  occupied  as  Houses  757 

in  Multiple  Occupation  at  31st 
December,  1970 

Number  of  persons  occupying  these 
premises 

Adults 
Children 


Total  Persons  6,561 


4,380 

2,181 
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3 Housing  Act  1969 


Number  of  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates 

where  improvements  are  proposed  22 

Number  of  applications  approved  l6 

Number  of  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates 

where  standard  amenities  are  already  provided  25 

Number  of  applications  approved  9 


4 Food  Inspection 
(A)  Number  of  Premises 


No. 

Bakehouses 

15 

Brewery  and  Soft  Drink  Manufacturers 

1 

Butchers 

39 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

55 

Canteens( Works  and  Schools) 

86 

Confectioners 

68 

Fishmongers  (including  Fish  Fryers) 

17 

Food  Storage  Depots 

22 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers 

34 

jrocery  and  Provisions 

89 

Licensed  Premises 

120 

Sweet  and  Chocolate  Manufacturers 

3 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 

1 

Supermarkets 

17 

Iheese  Manufacturer 

1 

teat  Packing  Plant 

2 

In  addition  there  are  42  stalls  on  the  market  square,  as 
follows : 


Confectionery  3 
Fish  3 
Snack  Bars  2 
Fruit  and  Vegetables  32 
Poultry  2 
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(B)  SAMPLES  SENT  TO  PUBLIC  ANALYST 


(i)  Purchases 


Nature  of  Sample 

Informal 

Butter,  Margarine  and  Lard 

4 

Confectionery  - Flour 

1 

Confectionery  - Sugar 

5 

Cream 

1 

Fish,  Tinned  and  Fish  Pastes 

1 

Fruit  Drinks,  Juices,  Squashes 
and  Minerals 

8 

Groceries,  Miscellaneous 

37 

Ice  Cream 

12 

Meat  and  Meat  Products 

16 

Medicines 

15 

Milk 

84 

Preserves 

6 

Sausages  and  Sausage  Meat 

7 

Wine 

1 

198 

(ii)  Complaints 


Nature  of  Sample 

Number 

Beer  (Canned) 

1 

Biscuits 

1 

Bread 

8 

Cake 

1 

Cheese 

2 

Chocolate  and  Sweets 

4 

Dried  Fruit 

2 

Eggs 

1 

Ice  Cream 

1 

Meat  and  Meat  Products 

12 

Milk 

10 

Packet  Foods 

3 

Potatoes 

1 

Preserves 

1 

Tinned  Goods 

12 

6o 
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(C)  SAMPLES  REPORTED  BY  PUBLIC  ANALYST  TO  BE 


NOT  GENUINE  OR  OTHERWISE  GIVING  RISE  TO  IRREGULARITY 


SERIAL  NO.  OF 

SAMPLE 

COMMODITY 

NATURE  OF  ADULTERATION 
(as  a result  of  examin- 
ation by  Public 
Analyst ) . 

REMARKS 

FORMAL 

IN- 

FORMAL 

990 

Pork 

Sausages 

Presence  of  preservative 
not  declared.  Contained 
Sulphur  Dioxide  to  the 
extent  of  220  p.p.m. 

Verbal  instruction  to 
retailer  to  display 
notice. 

1,008 

Tin  of 

Mushrooms 

Objection  to  label 

Letter  to  importers 
re  labelling. 

1,034 

Marmalade 

Contained  piece  of  straw 
3"  long 

Investigations  made. 
Letter  to  manufacture! 

1,035 

Trinidad 

Grapefruit 

sections 

Contained  trace  of  iron 
and  tin 

Letter  to  vendors. 

1,038 

Brown  Bread 

Stain  due  to  copper 
compound 

Legal  proceedings 
instituted. 

Fined  £10. 

107A 

Meat  Cottage 
Pie 

Contained  fragment  of 
glass  with  adhering 
starch  and  meat  tissue 

Inconclusive  evidence. 
Warning  letter  to 
manufacturers. 

108 

Milk  Bottle 

Contained  Iron  Oxide 

The  local  authority 
in  whose  area  the 

milk  was  bottled 

decided  not  to  take 
legal  action.  Warning 
to  bottlers. 

150 

Raw  Bacon 

and  Grilled 

Bacon 

Contained  Bole  colouring 
matter  (iron  compound) 
which  probably  stained 
pan 

Letter  to  complainant 
giving  details  of 
Analyst's  report. 

170 

Sausages 

Offensive  odour  (on 
cooking)  due  to  the 
presence  of  decomposed 
milk  powder 

Warning  letter  to 
manufacturers. 

188 

Bread  Roll 

Contaminated  with  iron 

rust 

Warning  letter  to 
manufacturers. 
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TABLE  (C)  CONTINUED 


SERIAL  NO.  OF 

SAMPLE 

COMMODITY 

NATURE  OF  ADULTERATION 
(as  a result  of  exeimin- 
ation  by  Public 
Analyst) . 

REMARKS 

FORMAL 

IN- 

FORMAL 

159 

Sausages 

Preservative  not 

declared.  Contained 
Sulphur  Dioxide  to  the 
extent  of  l40  p.p.m. 

Letter  to  vendor 
informing  him  that 
the  presence  of 
preservative  must  be 
declared. 
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(D)  UNSOUND  FOOD  NOT  SUBMITTED  TO  PUBLIC  ANALYST 


ARTICI£ 

NATURE  OF  COMPLAINT 

ACTION  TAKEN  AND  RESULTS 

Corn  on  the  cob 

in  brine 

Contained  insect 

Investigations  made, 
to  Importers. 

Letter 

Paxo  Sage  & Onion 
Mix 

Mouldy  substance 

Inconclusive  evidence.  No 
legal  proceedings.  Letter  to 
manufacturers. 

Potatoes 

Frost  damaged 

Investigation  made, 
vendor. 

Letter  to 

Cornflakes 

Contained  piece  of  wax 

Investigation  made, 
manufacturer. 

Letter  to 

Cho colates 

Ephestia  Moth 

Letter  to  manufacturer. 

Loaf 

Contaminated  with 

mould 

Investigation  made, 
manufacturers. 

Letter  to 

Cornish  Pasty 

Contaminated  with  mould 

Investigation  made, 
vendors. 

Letter  to 

Tin  of  Mushrooms 

Amount  of  Ascorbic  Acid 
not  stated  on  label 

Letter  to  importers  and  to 
Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  on 
labelling. 

Lamb  & Veg.  Broth 

Contaminated  with  mould 

Investigation  made, 
manufacturer. 

Letter  to 

Milk 

Contained  milk  bottle 
top 

Investigation  made, 
bottlers. 

Letter  to 

Tin  of  Apricot 
and  Rice 

Contaminated  with  mould 

Investigation  made, 
manufacturer. 

Letter  to 

Sausages 

Mouldy  and  decomposed 

Legal  proceedings  instituted. 
Fined  £25. 

Breast  of  Mutton 

Sour  smell  and  fly 
eggs 

Legal  proceedings  instituted. 
Fined  £15. 

Steak  and  Kidney 
Pie 

Mould 

Investigations  made.  Letter 
to  retailers  and  advice  given 
on  rotation  of  stock. 

Milk  bottle 

Contained  foil  tops 

Investigations  made, 
to  bottlers. 

Letter 
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(D)  CONTINUED 


ARTICLE 

NATURE  OF  COMPLAINT 

ACTION  TAKEN  AND  RESULTS 

Steak  and  Kidney 
Pie 

Stale 

Investigation  made.  Letter  to 
manufacturers  and  advice  given 
about  deliveries  and  rotation 

of  stock. 

Toast 

Mould  on  bread  served 

as  toast 

Investigations  made.  Letter 
sent  to  owner  of  cafeteria. 

Eggs 

Bad 

Investigation  made.  Remainder 
of  stock  sound. 

Chicken 

Decomposed 

Investigation  made.  Letter  to 
vendor. 

Iced  Bun 

Contained  a wasp 

Investigation  made.  Letter  to 
bakers. 

Sweet 

Contained  a piece  of 
metal 

Investigation  made.  Letter  to 
manufacturers. 

Chocolate 

Affected  by  heat 

Legal  proceedings  instituted. 
Fined  £5- 

Cornflakes 

Contained  a piece  of 
metal 

Investigation  made.  Letter  to 
manufacturers. 

Partly  Baked  Loaf 

Mould 

Investigation  made.  Letter  to 
vendors. 

Two  packets  of 
cheese 

Mould 

Investigation  made.  Letter  to 
vendors.  Advice  given  as  to 
rotation  of  stock. 

Milk 

Contained  a snail 

Investigation  made.  Letter  to 
bottlers.  Complainant  not 
prepared  to  appear  in  Court. 

Meat 

Unsound 

Investigation  made.  Letter  to 
vendors. 

Brown  Bread 

Contained  a live  Weevil 

Investigations  made.  Weevil 
could  not  have  been  baked  in 
the  loaf. 

Bread 

Contained  a wasp 

Investigations  made.  Letter 
to  manufacturers. 
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(D)  CONTINUED 


ARTICLE 

NATURE  OF  COMPLAINT 

ACTION  TAKEN  AND  RESULTS 

Corned  Beef 

In  a state  of 
decomposition 

Investigations  made.  Hole  in 
tin  caused  by  inappropriate 
use  of  a dockers  hook.  Letter 
to  vendors  asking  them  to  pay 
stricter  attention  to  the 
examination  of  tins  prior  to 
sale. 

Bi scuit 

Contained  an  insect 

Investigations  made.  Letter 
to  manufacturers. 

Carton  of  Milk 

Contained  a maggot 

Investigations  made.  Letter 
to  bottlers. 

Bottle  of  School 

Milk 

Contained  amount  of 

unidentifiable 

material 

Laboratory  unable  to  positivel 
identify  the  substance  but 
thought  it  part  of  the 
filtering  media  and  did 
confirm  it  was  not  harmful. 
Letter  to  bottlers. 

Meat  Pie 

Contained  small  pieces 
of  glass 

Complainant  not  prepared  to 
state  where  glass  was 
discovered  as  the  pie  was 
purchased  in  a restaurant  and 
eaten  with  other  food  there. 

Sliced  Brown  Loaf 

Contained  a piece  of 
wire 

Complainant  did  not  wish  to 
give  evidence.  Letter  to 
bakers. 

Cheese 

Mould 

Investigations  made.  It  was 
discovered  that  trouble  had 
been  experienced  with  cheese 
of  particular  coding  due  to 
faulty  wrapping.  Letter  to 
manufacturers. 

Bottle  of  School 

Milk 

Contained  a foreign 

V jdy 

Investigations  made.  Letter 
to  bottlers. 

Tin  of  Salmon 

Liquid  state  and  a 
strong  smell 

Investigations  made.  Witness 
did  not  wish  to  appear  in 
Court.  Letter  to  importers. 

Carton  Ultra  Heat 

Treated  Milk 

Strong  Smell 

Investigations  made.  Letter 
to  vendor. 
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(D)  CONTINUED 


ARTICU; 

NATURE  OF  COMPLAINT 

ACTION  TAKEN  AND  RESULTS 

Ice  Cream 

Carton  damaged  and 

Investigations  made.  Letter 

specks  of  dirt  on  the 

to  vendor. 

ice  cream 

Currants 

Infested  with  insects 

Examined  by  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 

Food  who  found  insects  to  be 
Oryzaephilus  Mercator,  a 
beetle  mainly  a pest  of  the 
tropics.  Ministry  arranged 
for  ship  to  bt  disinfested. 

(E)  DAIRIES  AND  MILK  DISTRIBUTION 

Premises  registered  as  Dairies  1* 

Milk  Distributors  •••  ...  ...  98 


(F)  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  LICENCES 


Ultra-heat  treated 
Pasteurised  Milk 
Sterilised  Milk 


No.  of  Licences 

45 

99 

57 

227 


♦ Includes  one  pasteurisation  plant  which  closed  during  1970. 
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(G)  EXAMINATION  OF  SPECIALLY  DESIGNATED  MILK 
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(H)  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


( l)  Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


( ex 

Cattle 

eluding 

cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Goats 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  Killed  and 
inspected 

3,405 

170 

212 

7,323 

22 

6,170 

17,302 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cyst icercosis- 
Whole  carcases 

condemned 

1 

1 

2 

15 

6 

25 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

1,488 

27 

6 

574 

1 

898 

2,954 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  & 
cysticercosis 

42.5 

i6.5 

3.8 

8.04 

4.5 

14.6 

17.2 

Tuberculosis  only.  Whole 
carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

3 

64 

67 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.09 

1.04 

0.3 

Cysticercus  Bovis. 
Carcases  with  some  part 
or  organ  condemned 

12 

12 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

12 

12 

Generalized  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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( 2)  Meat  Weight  Condemned 


Tuberculosis 

Other  Diseases 

Class 

of 

Animal 

Whole 

Carcase 

Part 

Carcase 
& Offal 

Lbs. 

Whole 

Carcase 

Part 

Carcase 

& Offal 

Lbs. 

Total 

Lbs 

Cattle 
( excluding 
cows) 

3 

55 

1 

1,448 

18,020 

18,075 

Cows 

- 

- 

- 

1 

27 

656 

656 

Calves 

- 

- 

- 

2 

6 

145 

145 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

- 

- 

15 

574 

2,429 

2,429 

Pigs 

- 

64 

689 

6 

898 

4,936 

5,625 

Goats 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

2 

Total 

- 

67 

744 

25 

2,954 

26,188 

26,932 

( I ) OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED 


Class  of  Food  lbs. 

No.  of  tins-meat  and  meat  products  8l  721 

No.  of  tins  - other  1,676  4,273 

Meat,  English,  retail  shops  302 

" " wholesale  _ 

Meat  Imported,  retail  shops  72 

" " wholesale  82 

Chickens  75 

Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  Products  387 

Fish  ^72 

Fruit  and  vegetables  1,834 

Frozen  Foods  1 28l 

Groceries,  Miscellaneous  1,060 

Ice  Cream  onq 
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5 OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  196 3 


TABLE  A - REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  Premises 

No,  of  Premises 
Registered 
during  the  year 

Total  No.  of 
Premises 
Registered 
at  end  of 
the  year 

No.  of  Premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspec- 
tion during 
the  year 

Offices 

19 

338 

45 

Retail  Shops 

24 

528 

126 

Wholesale  Shops  and 
Warehouses 

6 

68 

9 

Catering  Establishments 
open  to  the  public  and 
canteens 

73 

25 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

7 

“ 

Totals 

49 

l,0i4 

205 

TABLE  B - NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  BY 
INSPECTORS  TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES 

534 

TABLE  C - EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES  OR 
WORKPLACE 


Class  of  Workplace 

No.  of  Persons  ! 

Offices 

5,783 

Shops 

4,076 

Wholesale  Departments  and  Warehouses 

596 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the 

publ ic 

669 

Canteens 

86 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

11 

Total 

11,221 

Total  - Males  5,129 

Total 

- Females  6,092 

TABLE  D - EXEMPTIONS 

There  were  no  exemptions  granted  during  1970. 


TABLE  E - PROSECUTIONS 

Prosecutions  instituted  of  which  the  hearing  was  completed 

in  1970  - Nil 

No.  of  Complaints(or  summary  applications)made  under  Section  22  - Nil 
No.  of  Interim  Orders  granted  - Nil 
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TABLE  F 


INSPECTORS 


No.  of  Inspectors  appointed  under  Section  52(l)  or  (5)  of  the  Act  - 8 

No.  of  other  staff  employed  for  most  of  their  time  on  work  in 

connection  with  the  Act  -Nil 

ACCIDENTS 
Workplace  and  Sex 


Class  of  Workplace 

Adults  over  l8  years 

Young  Persons 

under  l8  yrs. 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Offices 

1 

2 

- 

1 

Retail  Shops 

16 

6 

- 

5 

Wholesale  Shops  and 
Warehouses 

8 

2 

1 

Catering 

Establ ishments 

2 

4 

1 

Canteens 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

- 

- 

- 

- 

ACCIDENTS 


Type 

of  Injury 

Primary  Cause 

Fracture 

& Dis- 

lo'cations 

Sprains 

and 

Strains 

Open 

Wounds 

& 

Surface 

Injury 

Bruising 

Crushing 

Concus- 

sion 

Burns 

Other 

Injuries 

Total 

Handling  Goods 

1 

8 

1 

1 

- 

- 

11 

Use  of  Hand  Tools 

- 

- 

4 

1 

- 

- 

5 

Falls  of  Persons 

3 

4 

2 

5 

- 

_ 

14 

Machinery  (Power 

& Non  Power) 

1 

1 

3 

1 

- 

- 

6 

Vehicle  in  Motion 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Vehicle  Stationary 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Stepping  on  or 
Striking  against 
object  or  person 
Struck  by  falling 

1 

1 

“ 

- 

- 

2 

object 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

4 

Electrical 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Not  otherwise 

specified 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

Total 

6 

l6 

11 

12 

3 

1 

49 
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(A)  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


No.  of  cases 

in  which 
proceedings 

were  instituted 
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(C)  OUTWORK 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949 


-D 

O 

-P 

(0 

OJ 

P 

H 

-o 

C 

(C 


w 

OJ 

w 

•H 


Jh 

a 


Type  of  Property 

Total 

lA 

fA 

1 fA  VsO 

CO 

1 

t 1 I 

O' 

CM 

CO 

<A 

1 I 

NIL 

Business 

OJ 

1 rH  VT) 

fA  (M 

I 

1 1 1 

57 

ON 

CA 

1 1 

Agriculture 

OJ 

1 ^ 1 

1 

i 1 1 

- 

fA 

1 1 

Dwell ing 
Houses 

t— 1 

c\] 

1 o -4^ 

CM  in 

1 

1 1 1 

-4^ 

555 

1 1 

Local 

Authority 

21 

11 

6 

1 

1 1 1 

-4^ 

1 1 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
on  complaint 

Number  of  such  properties  found 
to  be  infested  with: 

RATS:  Major 

Minor 

MICE: 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
on  survey 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be 
infested  with: 

RATS:  Major 

Minor 

MICE: 

Number  of  infested  properties  treated 
by  Local  Authority  1 

Total  inspections  carried  out  (including 
re-inspections)  i 

iNumber  of  notices  served: 

( i ) Treatment 

(ii)  Structural  Works  I 

Number  of  block  control  schemes  carried 
out 
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8 Premises  Disinfested 


Premises 

Nature  of 

Vermin 

Number  of 

Premises 

Houses  - Council 

Bugs 

4 

Ants 

5 

Wasps 

47 

Beetles,  etc. 

2 

Houses  - Privately  Owned 

Bugs 

3 

Ants 

8 

Wasps 

102 

Beetles,  etc. 

2 

Business  Premises 

Bugs 

Ants 

_ 

Wasps 

11 

Beetles,  etc. 

6 

Total 

190 
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SMOKE  CONCENTRATION  LtJ  MICROGRAMMES/cuM 
MONTHLY  AVERAGES  FOR  1970 
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10 . Summary  of  General  Inspections  and  Administrative  Duties 


Housing 

Visits  to  Houses,  Housing  Act,  1957  847 

Visits  to  Premises,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  749 

Overcrowding  (not  including  houses  in  Multiple  Occupation) 

Visits  29 

Infectious  Diseases 

Investigations  undertaken  431 

Specimens  submitted  to  Public  Health  Laboratory  371 

Verminous  and  other  Conditions 

Visits  to  verminous  premises  124 

Drainage 

Drains  tested  or  inspected  44o 

Revisits  during  repairs  or  reconstruction  103 

Blocked  drains  cleared  493 

Visits  to 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation  934 

Moveable  Dwellings,  Caravans,  etc.  15 

Public  Houses  4o 

Clubs  20 

Restaurants  639 

Fish  Frying  Premises  63 

Slaughterhouses  599 

Works  Canteens  68 

Dairies  11 

School  Canteens  42 

Other  Shops  and  Premises  where  Food  is  Prepared,  stored 

or  exposed  for  sale  1,779 

Bakehouses  99 

Places  of  Entertainment  28 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  54 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  4 

Work  places  11 

Visits  reference  complaint  or  nuisances  discovered  549 

Miscellaneous  visits  1,233 

Unsuccessful  visits  1,305 

Food  and  Drugs 

Samples  submitted  to  Public  Analyst 

Milk  77 

Ice  Cream  11 

Other  Food  and  Drugs  102 

Food  Complaints 

No.  of  Complaints  60 

No.  of  Visits  240 
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Samples  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

Milk  292 

Ice  Cream  92 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

Inspection  of  Premises,  etc,  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  201 
Inspection  of  Premises,  etc.  by  Rodent  Operators  356 

Visits  for  treatment,  including  revisits  738 

Rent  Act 

Interviews  48 

Investigations  66 

Smoke  Abatement 

Observations  25 

Interviews  with  managers,  stokers,  etc.  26 

Inspection  of  boiler  plants  9 

Smoke  Control  - visits  126 

Atmospheric  pollution  apparatus  - Recordings  802 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 

Visits  to  Offices  102 

Visits  to  Retail  Shops  376 

Visits  to  Wholesale  Depots  & Warehouses  25 

Visits  to  Catering  Establishments  & Canteens  31 

Visits  to  Fuel  Storage  Depots 

General  and  Office  Routine 

Visits  for  interviews  1,059 

Interviews  at  office  628 

Attendances  at  magistrates*  courts  16 

Noise 

Visits  137 

Diseases  of  Animals 

Visits  to  (a)  Cattle  Market  80 

(b)  Poultry  Market  8l 


General  Administration 
Notices  served: 


Info rmal  Formal 


Housing  Act 

18 

103 

Landlord  and  Tenant  Act 

8 

_ 

Public  Health  Act 

43 

93 

Factories  Act 

2 

- 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

35 

- 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 
Food  Hygiene  (Market,  Stalls  and  Delivery 

49 

- 

Vehicles)  Regulations 

6 

- 

Clean  Air  Act  1956 

l6i 

14 

210 
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